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Hemming Deposition 
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On March el, 1978, Gerald Patrick Hemming was deposed in Miami, 


Attached is a summary of that deposition. The full transcript 
may be located in JFK Document Number 6790. 
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DEPOSITION OF GERALD PATRICK HEMMING 
Miami, Florida - March 21, 1978 


DPOB - 3/1/37 at Les Angeles, California (p 4) 


He received training in the Marine Corps -- primarily in air control 
(pp 5-8) 


He took free flights to other bases (including Atsugi four times), but 
never saw Oswald (pp 9-10) 


Upon leaving the Marines, he became involved in obtaining weapons for 
the Cuban rebels (pp 10-12) 


Before his separation from the service, Naval Intelligence became aware 


i his alla in weapons supplying, and attempted to recruit him 
pp 13-15 


While still in the Marines, he spent more than one weekend in Cuba -- 
contacting 26th of July people (pp 19-21) 


As a teenager, he developed an interest in "irregular", guerrila warfare 
(pp 21-23) 


He went to Cuba in February, 1959, and was approached by William Morgan 
and Col. Kail, to determine which way Camillio Cienfuegos would go. (pp 24-26) 


Camillio Cienfuegos was Chief of the Army, and Hemming was a Major (pp 27-28) 


During 1959, Hemming was a parachute instructor in the Cuban Air Force 
(pp 30-33) 


Hemming went to Cuba intending to watch a communist government develop. 
He, secretly, was never in favor of the Castro government (pp 42-45) 


He met Frank Fiorini (Sturgis), but did not trust him (pp 45-46) 


Upon leaving Cuba in September, 1960, he stayed in Mexico City for 
two weeks and had contact with Sylvia Duran (pp 49-50, 62-63) 


Upon returning to Miami, Hemming was aware of Sturgis, but thought it 
best to avoid him and not work with him (pp 56-59) 


He was aware of Howard Hunt, but never worked with him (pp 59-60) 
Hemming believes Sturgis was working for Military Intelligence (pp 61-62) 


Upon leaving Cuba and Castro, Hemming had a meeting with Harry Bridges 


(Head of Longshore Workers Union) and described the disaffection with 
Castro (pp 65-67) 


Hemming had nothing to do with the Bay of Pigs invasion (p 71) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 2 


Hemming met Dick Watley and suspected him to be a penetrator on behalf 
of Military Intelligence (p 80) He was "“Sturgis' right hand man"(p 81) 


In 1962 he applied to be employed by the CIA, but was turned down (pp 86-87) 


They acquired a yacht through Sam Benton and set up a camp at No Name Key (p 87) 


Hemming, Howard Davis, Watley, et al, sought out influential people in 
an effort to "lobby" for their anti-Castro cause (pp 88-90) 


He met Rich Lauchli in early 1963 and acquired weapons through him (pp 91-92) 


In late 1962 they were “running a training syllabus" at No Name Key 

(pp 93-98) Americans present were: Hemming, Howard Davis, Dick Watley, 
James Lewis, Ronald Ponce de Leon, Joe Gorman, Bill Seymour, Lawrence 
Dennis Harbor, Tom Duncan, Steve Wilson, and Justin Wilson (p 94) 
They had been associated with Felipe Vidal Santiago, who was on "a 


loose retainer" with both CIA and ONI (95) They were arrested by 
Cesar Diosdado (p 98) 


After that arrest, he returned to Los Angeles, and a female reporter 
who "was working for somebody" referred Loran Hall to him. That 
circumstance "blew his cover right off the bat" (pp 99-101) 


Hemming introduced Hall to other informants (pp 101-102) 
Hemming pawned his rifle to Dick Hathcock (pp 102-104) 


On the trip back to Miami, Hemming met Robert Morris, who introduced him 
to Lester Logue (pp 104-107) He warned Logue that Hall might be 
"working for somebody". (p 106) 


They proceeded on to New Orleans, where Hemming met with Frank Bartes, 
Luis Rabel, and Larry Laborde -- leaving Hall in the car (pp 108-110) 


Upon arriving in Florida, Hall attempted to restablish contact with 
Santo Trafficante (pp 115-116) 


Hemming introduced Bayo to John Martino, and arrainged for financing 


from a Haitian group. Once the money was secured, Sturgis showed up 
"from nowhere" (pp 118-122) 


Loran Hall was asked because he had taken sides with Enrique Molina 
Rivera, who was not trusted by the others (p 122) 


Though he attempted to insert himself, Sturgis was excluded from 
participation in the Bayo-Pawley Raid (p 126) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 3 


Martino told Hemming that the real purpose of the Bayo-Pawley Raid was 
to kill Castro (pp 128-129) 


The Operation 40 group was the intended new government for Cuba -- 
they were sponsored by Carlos Marcello and Leander Perez (pp 130-131) 


Their Miami organized crime contacts were Mike McLaney and Norman 
Rothman. Howard Davis introduced them (p 132-133) 


Sam Benton wanted Hemming's group to take over a Cuban vessel on the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, but they declined to become pirates (p 135) 


In May or June of 1962, at Luis Rabel's house, Hemming met Rabel, 
Frank Bartes, Larry Laborde, Guy Banister, Demorenschield and there 
was an attache case filled in $100 bills. The purpose was to pay 
for assassinating Fidel Castro. Hemming declined because he thought 
Raul Castro would be even worse (pp 136-141) 


After leaving, he only returned to Cuba once - in 1961 (p 142) 

He once heard a suggestion that Kennedy should be assassinated, with 
Lester Logue's group in Dallas, and the same group came to Miami and 
made a similar offer to Tony Questa and Alpha 66 (pp 142-144) 


Hemming made an inspection trip in a plane outside of New Orleans in 


order to find a site for a training camp. He observed David Ferrie 
(pp 147-150) 


The New Orleans plan became public knowledge, so he decided to not have 


any training there. The airplane was owned by Wm. Reilly (Coffee Company), 


was flown by a Civil Air Patrol pilot, and was obtained by Larry Laborde 
from David Ferrie (pp 151-154) 


He was upset about the disappearance of Alex Rorke, and Attorney Ellis 


Rubin (Sturgis's current lawyer) contacted him to do something about 
it. (pp 157-159) 


On the day that JFK was to land in Miami, he was asked to be at the 

airport, armed, to help with problems. He advised he would be there 
unarmed (pp 164-166) 

He was at home in Miami when the assassination occurred (pp 166-167) 


He phoned Logue and other people in Dallas, warning them to stay away 
from Loran Hall, since he “had his gun" (pp 167-169) 


The Marita Lorenz story is false (pp 170-171) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 4 


Hemming was upset, on 11/22/63 that so many people were on their way 
to Dallas to raise money from his sources (pp 171-176) 


Hemming had the "impression" that Sturgis was in Dallas the week of 
the assassination (p 177) 


Although Hemming was never associated with a church, he did have a 


meeting with Laborde in one in 1962,; "they would never bug a church 
(pp 179-181) 


Right after Castro took over in Cuba, Hemming was in the Cuban consulate 
in Monterey Park, California, and Oswald arrived. Oswald seemed to 


know a lot about Hemming's background, and Hemming was suspicious (pp 188-189) 


(pp 181-190) 


On another occasion he met Oswald, after his group had been arrested at 
No Name Key in December, 1962. Oswald had been trying to infiltrate 
Hemming's group at the motel where they were being detained (pp 190-193) 


"Last year", while in Los Angeles, Lawrence Howard reminded Hemming of 
the incident with Oswald at the Motel after the arrest. Hargraves and 
Ashman also saw Oswald (pp196-198) 


Hemming met Jack Ruby, in September or October, 1959, at William Morgan's 
house in Cuba. Ruby had sold inferior jeeps to the Cuban Air Force, and 
Hemming had a few choice words about them. They were filmed by Clete 
Roberts of Channel 13 in Los Angeles. (pp198-204) 


In late Summer of .1963, Hemming first met Bernardo de Torres ina 
Military Intelligence office -- thought he worked there (pp 207-208) 


He first met Marita Lorenz at Perez Jiminez home in 1962 (pp 208-210) 
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Would you please take a moment and read rule 


number 4? 


The Witness. (After examining document) All ri 
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Mr. Triplett. All right. 


The Witness. I do. 
Mr. Triplett. Very good. 


Now, the entire record of this deposition will 
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be transcribed, and you will be sent the original 
copy and asked to sign and verify that copy. 


Now, at that point, you should return the signed 


and verified copy to me, and we will provide you with 


your own personal copy of the transcript. 
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letter (handing document to the witness.) 
The Witness. (After examining document) All 
Mr. Triplett. Have you read the letter? 
The Witness. Yes. 
Mr. Triplett. You understand its meaninc? 
The Witness. Yes. 
Mr. Triplett. All right. 
T nave a few background questions. 
What was your date and place of birth? 
The Witness. I was bert in Los Angeles, 


California, March lst, 1937. 
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Mr. Triplett. What schooling did you have and at 


what schools? 


The Witness. Elementary school at Monterey Park, 


California, St. Stevens, to the sixth grade; sixth 
to the eighth grade, St. Anthony's in San Gabriel, 


California; ninth grade at San Gabriel Mission 


High School in San Gabriel, California; tenth graée 


at El Monte Union Iligh School. 


Shortly thereafter, I left the tenth grade and 


joined the United States Marine Corps in April 19, 1954 


Mr. Triplett. What rank @id you achieve when you 


were in the Marine Corps? 
The Witness. Top rank was sergeant. 


Mr. Triplett. What types of training did you 
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3 April until approximately July, 1954. 
| 
4 | Mr. SYriplett. After that? | 
2 Pa The Witness. Then I was sent to -- after a short | 
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Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro. 

Just prior to being ordered to GCA School in 
Kansas, I had served aS tower operator at auxiliary 
air field in Mojave, California near Palmeale. 

Subsequent to assignment to the radar unit at 
El Toro, I was transferred in early 1356 to 
Marine Corps Air Station, Kaneoke Bav, Hawaiia. There 


was assigned to Marine Air Control, Marine Air 


Traffic Control unit - 62, MAC Q 62, but was reassigned 


immediately to the tower as an air controller. I 
worked at the control tower at the air station for 


some months until I was then transferred to the radar 


unit, MAC OQ 62, 


t+ 


was just under two years in Nawaiia. I applied 
for various aviation programs, pilot programs, nava?2 
education, scientific education programs, OCS, NRoTC. 
I was accepted under the NproTC program to go to the 
Naval Academy Preparatory School. In May of 1959, 
I had extended six months to get that program. 

I, then, was transferred with a short leave to 
Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland for the 
Naval Academy Preparatory School summer session. 
Upon graduation, I elected to not continue in the 


Program or go on to the Academy or the university of 


my choice and applied for release from service. 
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In approximately September of 1958, I was 


transferred to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Marylané 


es ww #3—- 
ee 


and assigned to the North Severn Rarracks as a quard; 


t 
| 
t 
4 | @ischarged about three weeks later, October, 1958. | 
= | Mr. Triplett. Was that an honorable discharge? | 
7 | 
» s | The Witness. Honorable discharge. 
| 
~ « | ; ‘ 
c 7 il Mr. Triplett. Were you stationed at any other | 
a t 
S 2 | bases other than those that you have mentioned eaten 
= | 
go 7 | The Witness. Those woulcé be my permanent stations. | 
S 
= 40 I did fly extensively throughout the United States, 
= 4 Caribbean and the Far East because of availability | 
a | ! 
< 
> i2 } Of free transportation on a standby basis and somewhat 
= 13 {| as a world traveler to utilize that fFrae service to | 
a : I 
= . . G ° | 
= 4 | get extensive traveling privileges. | 
= ‘i 
ft | 
| ie Mr. Triplett. Did you receive any security | 
c uw | 
= | | 
= 3 ( clearances? 
ui mI The Witness. I received, initially, interin 
- ! 1 
a ' . * e . 
S18 | confidential and then, finally, security clearance, 
a e 
ie 
= i and I believe interim top secret during 1957, late ! 
™ : 
et . 
S 201 '57, when we acquired MSQ-4 ground control intercept | 
ee ae: radar, which was attached to our unit in Hawatie. 
“XS i 
ee an | 
awd 2 Mr. Triplett. Were you, essentizlly, an air 
a j ° 
ay traffic controller and a radar onerator? 
gi oe 
2 In layman's terms for those who ere not familiar 
“| 
‘ 
os d 


Jwith the military, what would you say your primary 
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functions were? 
The Witness. The primary function of the air 
traffic controller is, initially, working in the 


control tower to expedite the surface and air traf 


ty 


ue 
within the control zone and the approach area of the 
military air station. 

The ground control approach operator has 
responsibilities to land and assist departure of 
military aircraft beyond the control zone and within 
the control zone, which is a five mile circle around 
the air station. To give all weather instructions by 
voice, utilizing radar for identification and trackinc 

£ 


of the aircraft so that they can be kept on the final 


approach, on the glide path, to almost a blind landiny 
under all weather conditions. 

Purther training involved ground-controlled 
intercept instruction that is well beyond the limits 
of the air station that involve sending aircraft out 


to intercept known or unknown, friendly or unidentified 


Or enemy alrcraft, receover these aircraft to the 


point where GCA radar will then take over the contro] 


for the final landings under all weather conditions 


—_— 2 


Mr. Triplett. During the course of your career 
in the Marines, did you ever have any contact with 


any U-2 aircraft? 
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The Witness. The only reference to U-s type 


? 


aircraft would have been in instructional briefings 


for all radar operators that covered the tight security 


that would be expected, should you be assigned to wor! 


what they call aircraft in a reconnaissance mode 


Mr. Triplett. During the course of your travels 


that you mentioned, were you ever around Japan or 


the Phillipines? 


The Witness. Just on these flights. Never 


Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion to visit 
any of the Marine bases there? 


The Witness. 


Atsugi, a couple of Air Force stations. Quite 


often, the weather would prohibit landing at the 


au 


intended destination and we would end up at almont 


any other place in the vicinity. We usually 


Overnight in the transient barracks, minimal cost of 


fifty cents for bedding, sheets and what have you; 


a 


in some cases, having to pay for the meals minimal 


cost. Quite often, not having to pay; considered to 


be part of the flight crew, the expenses 


Mr. Triplett. On how many occasions did you 


visit Atsugi? 


I visited Iwakuni Naval Air Station, 


were minimal. 


\O 


JOOS 


The Witness. I believe four times. 
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Mr. Triplett. Do you recall in approximately 


what year? 


The Witness. It would be in 1958. 


eS 


Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion, to your 


knowledge, at that time, to observe or see or run 


into Lee Harvey Oswald at Atsugi? 


The Witness. I don't believe I would have run 


I did not have the opportunity to really 


socialize there with anybody. These flights quite 


. ee ee ee ee 
ee SE A SEE © a 

; A 
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often were just refueling. They 


would remain overnight 
and return to the original point of departure or go 
On to the next destination. 


: into him. 
! 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


What year did you say you got out of the Marines? 
| The Witness. 1958; October. 

H 

{ Mr. Triplett. What did you do upon sevaration 
{ 


from the Marines? 





The Witness, I had established certein contacts 


! Batista government in Cuba. 
Mr: Triplett, 


When you say "contacts," who were 


| 

| 

| 

: 

with sympathizers to the revolution against the | 

| 

\ 

4 

1 

} { 

4 

| those persons? 

| 


The Witness. These were people that were of Cuban | 


Original primarily that were attempting to purchase 
seaboard of the United States. 
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Mr. Triplett. What were their names? 

The Witness. The only one that I know that is 
still around that more or less supervised these peopic 
was Ricardo Lorie that I encountered. lL-o-r-i-c. 

Mr. Triplett. Are there other people that you 
recall that are no longer around? 

The Witness. Right. 

Jorge Sotus. S-o-t-u-s is the last name 

Mr. Triplett. With these contacts, what did 
you personally do? 

The Witness. I facilitated their purchasing of 
firearms on the eastern seaboard. 

Mr. Triplett. What, you made the contact with the 
suppliers? 

The Witness. They had had difficulty in making 
over-the-counter purchases of certain weapons that 
they needed, especially deactivated war trophies that 
were on the market at the time that were readily 
convertible to functional equipment. 

Mr. Triplett. So you actually personally made 
the purchases? 

The Witness. I acquired weapons from other 
sources, also. 

Mr. Triplett. Was this going directly to the 


Suppliers or going into gun stores? 
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The Witness. Initially, it was a matter of 
making the purchase and leaving this equipment at a 
place that they designated, usually a vehicle parked 
somewhere nearby. These were minimal purchases, 
not more than three or four weapons so as not to attract 


attention. There were not that many stores on the 


Hunter's Lodge, Val Forgette, and what have you, 


were the primary outfits. It seems thet the FBI wa 


these purchases to be made so that they couid make 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
eastern seaboard handling that equipment. : 
| 
| 
seizures at a later date. ; 
i 
Mr. Triplett. Did you speak Spanish at that time? | 
The Witness. No; very little. 
Mr. Triplett. Do you speak Spanish new? 


The Witness. Fluently. 


Mr. Triplett. How did you acauire that fluency 


The Witness. Well, I was raised in the outskirts 
of Debarrio, (phonetic), in San Gabriel, California, 
raised with Mexican-Americans that made it a little 
easier to pick it up at a later date when I did get | 
cet into Cuba. 


Mr. Triplett. Did you ever have any formal tr 
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The Witness. In high school. 

Mr. Triplett. That was the only esas training? 

The Witness. Right. 

It was a failure. 

Mr. Triplett. You mention also that it appeared 
that the FBI was aware of your activities or the 
activities of purchasing these weapons? 

The Witness. Unfortunately, that was the casc, 
and I was advised, while I was at Bainbridge, that 
Naval Intelligence and the Bureau was interested in 
my activities. 


Mr. Triplett. Who advised you? 


oo mee eee 


The Witness. A man identifying himself as a 
Naval Intelligence officer. 
Mr. Triplett. Do you recall his name now? 


The Witness. No. 


me ee ee mee ee ee oe 


Mr. Triplett. How did he come to contact you? 

The Witness. He called me from one of my classes 
at Tome IIall at Bainbridge at the Academy Prep School. 

Mr. Triplett. So you were involved in this 


activity while you were still in the service? 


Pee Pe een se ee es es ees 


The Witness. While I was in the service. 


em ee 


Mr. Triplett. When you separated from the service, ' 
did you have any steady employment? 


The Witness. No. I started traveling. 
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Mr. Triplett. By the way, were you ever personall 
recruited to be active in Naval Intelligence? 
The Witness. I was asked to cooperate by a 


later individual, and I was asked to travel to 


wn 

= Washington, D.C. from Annapolis; when I was later 

] 

“ transferred to the marine barracks at the Academy 

- 

= and informal conversations were heid adiacent to the 
= reflecting pool quarters as I later found out. 

~ 


Mr. Triplett. You say you were asked. 

Did you, in fact, provide information or in any 
other way participate in the activities of 
Naval Intelligence? 


The Witness. On a very limited has 


e 
LS. I was 


somewhat leery about being able to go back into the 





service. The possihility that because 


, 


there had been 


AEPORTENS BULLDING, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


a publicity as to Raoul Castro's learnings, Che Guevren, 
= i 
i?) VF | : 7 . 1 . 
: ' the possible Communist presence in the revolutionary 
bod { 
= 13 | ses sets 
a | groups inside Cuba, and I was a little bit leery ics 
ut | 
= 19! : . 
= i be as -- it was ¢xplained to me these are Intellaigencs:e 
c : 
=. 320 
< | people. They are not law enforcement people, and tney 
et 
= wen’ not be abie to help me or anybody elise, sheuld 
rs : 
ras \ 
| 


charges or indictments come up as to arms trafficking 







| Ox purloining of military equipment. 
2s | 
| Mr. Triplett. What time period are you talking 
25 | 
about now? | 360023 
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The Witness. Late 1958. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


Again, still when you were in the service or just 


separated? 


The Witness. This is August, Septembe 


r, 1958. 


Mr. Triplett. At that time, you were aware of 


Raoul Castro and Che Guevrra -- 


The Witness. Interposing) Just fron 


the publicit 


that had been current at the time Curing that year. 


I think the first media article that I had 


by Andrew St. George in Cavalier magazine. 


it was a March or April issue of 1957. 


S6€é2n was 


T think 


Publicity was rather lean as to circumstances in 


Cuba. Naturally, on the eastern seaboard, 
more of an accessibility to news clips and 
on activities in Cuba itself. The general 
minor riots, bombings and what have vou in 

Mr. Triplett. Did you ever meet a man 
Guy Jonnson? 


The tlitness. I do not think So. 


Mr. Triplett. How ahout Luis Balbuena? 


The Witness. Yes. 


there was 
blurks 
Strike, 
Havana. 


named 


Mr. Triplett. When and how @id you meet him? 


The Witness. Well, Guy Johnson is probably 


Robert Johnson. 
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Mr. Triplett. No. 

The Witness. Different man? 

Mr. Triplett. Different man. 

Now, Luis Balbuena, when did you first meet him? 

The Witness. I believe I met him in Havane. 

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your contact 
Or association with him? 

The Witness. I think I ran into him at the palace, 
presidential palace, in early 1959. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any dealings or 
associations with him? 

The Witness, jose casual chat. I believe he 


was with some other people that I had known prior to 


that, and that was the only contact until later I ran 
into him in Miami. 

Mr. Triplett. When was thet? 

The Witness. That would be eariy 1963. 

Mr. Triplett. Have you had any contacts with hin 


Since early '63? 


The Witness. Not since about March of a & 


(J 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


What was the nature of the association or contact 


in March, '63? 


The Witness. March, '63, Balbuena was working 


with more than one anti-Castro action group, as they 
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were termed at the time. At this point in time, he 
was in conflict with one particular group, and they 
suspected him of being a Castro agent. 

Mr. Triplett. Which group was that? 

The Witness. This was the group known as 
Eddie Bayo's group, his real name being Fdusrdo Perez 
using the nom de guerre of nave: veteran of the fight 
against Batista in the Sierra Mastre and later the 
Sierra Cristal, where he was quite close with 
Raoul Castro and later an employee of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

He had participated with Antonio Questa's, 
Alpha 66 operations and later Commandos L operations 
and then separated from Questa's group about the time 


I came in contact with him again in '63. 


Mr. Triplett. When did you first hecome interested 


in the problems in Cuba? 

The Witness. Probably in earnest interest during 
the summer of 1958. 

Mr. Triplett. How did that interest develop? 

The Witness. Well, I had had an interest in 
pursuing a career in the Marine Corps. If it could 
not be my first choice, aviation, as a naval aviator, 
then it would be as a special forces type work 
within the marine reconnaissance group structures, or 
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1 | I intended to leave the Marine Corps and go into tke 


2 | United States Army and apply for special forcecs 

2 | assignment. 

i | I had had a lengthy interest in guerrilla warfare, 

| 
.o i irregular warfare, unconventional warfare. 
<a 
| _ -s 

z P | Mr. Triplett. When did you personally first go 
wi 
E ‘ | to Cuba? 
=~ 9! The Witness. 1954. 
a 
aS | Mr. Triplett. Was that prior to being in the 
e , 
- 19! Marines? 
3 | 
2 1 The Witness. No. That was on a flight in the 
= 
5 
x 


Se : marines. 
H 


ey 

= ini tir. Triplett. I see. 

= oy i “where dic you go? 

in om i 

= | 

= 13 i The Witness. Well, from Olathe, Kansas during 
ra) 

= 


a Christmas recess and then a later short leave, I 


was able to catch flights to New Orleans and 


£.u 
. -~e 
ca =. 
ee ee ee a ee ee tt 


qaa 
a ’ 
= Jacksonville, and what have you, and I found that 
a 
= 19 {| the Air Force crew I was flying with decided that they 
= 
= 
o 


| 
| . 
270 | were going to take off about four or five davs and 


413 stop in New Orleans overnight and then go on to Miami, 
=e 
L ; 
BS? | to Opa-Locka, and then onto Guantanomo and step in 
es if 
{ 
23 | Navana en route at the military station there in 
| 
ee Havana. So it was a matter of abovt two days in Cuba 
" 
23; and then a return. 
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weekend that left Anacostia that flew via Norfolk 


Bert. 53 Se oe 1o¥. s Fete a ; ie ga Ma ag 
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Mr. Triplett. Did you meet or visit anybody on 
that trip when you were in Opa-Locka? 

The Witness. No. No. 

Mr. Triplett. Mow about in New Orleans? 

The Witness. Well, in New Orleans, we stayed at 
Josh White's place near the corner of St. Peter and 
Royal, across from Paddy O'Brien's. We stayed with 
the Air Force officers upstairs. 

Mr. Triplett. I see. 

Did you meet or socialize with any people at that 
time in New Orleans? 

The Witness. No. It was a matter of overnight, 
and that was it. 

Mr. Triplett. When did you next go to Cuba? 

The Witness. Let's see. In 1958; late 19592, 

Mr. Triplett. Following your separation from 
the Marines? 

The Witness. No. In the service. All etill in 


the service. 


Mx. Triplett. All right. 


How did that trip occur? 
The Witness. They had a weekend flight every 


te 


Jacksonville to Opa-Locka and then onto Guantanomo. [71 
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came back usually on Sunday nights. 
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This was the Guantanomo, the Gitmil, (phonetic), nm 


Mr. Triplett. So you then spent a weekend in 
Cuba? 
The Witness. More than one weekenc. 
Mr. Triplett. All right. 
On those trips, did you visit or meet any people 
in Cuba? 

The Witness. I met some Cubans while I was there 
that belonged to the 26th of July organization. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you recall who thev were? 

The Witness. One would be Felix Pena, formerly 
a major in Castro's rebel army. 

It is hard to say who else. TI was quite concerned 


about not exposing myself too much to these people. 


i-4 


was given instructions to see somebody at the 


Noe 


Naval Air station that was of Cuban descent. T 


this individual at the 'phone number that was 


to me. 


Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you were given 


instructions to see somebody. 
Who gave you these instructions? 


The Witness. One of Jorge Sotus' associates that 


spoke English. I suspect he was Enhil Saavedra. 2 


& &im 


really not sure. Saavedra was a sergeant in the 
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t 
| 
| for the Batista government at that time in 
Washington, D.C. 
Mr. Triplett. Do you recall anybody other than 
Felix Pena that you saw or contacted on those trips 
in Cuba? 
The Witness. Not at that time. I was involved 


\ 
| 
t 
| in bringing some surplus clothing and some firearms 
i 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 


in 
| on military aircraft. I was not too anxious to be 
vise known. 
Mr. Triplett. Is Enhil Saavedra anv relation to 
| nenes Saavedra? 


| | 

The Witness. No, I do not think so. 
\ 

| 


members of the 26th of July movement during those 
trips? 

i The Witness. Well, upon enlistment in the 

had an association with people that had family in 
aa the Guatemala revolution occurred almost 
[rimereancou with my going in the Marine Corps. 
Just prior to that, we had planned a trip to 

\ Guatemala and because of some of the turmoil there, 


 Castillo-Armas business, it was called off, but I 


se Corns in 1954 at seventeen years of age, I had 


Mr. Triplett. What was vour purpose in contacting 


, believe two of the youngsters I grew up with, did take 
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the motorcycle trip there just prior to Arril of 1954. 
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It was at that time that events were occurring 


in Indo-China, Dien Phen Pho, ane all of that business, 


and I had had an interest in irregular warfare, 


Ww ~ 
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guerrilla warfare activities, about that time. This 


i 
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| 
t 
| 
\ 
‘ 
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| | 
! 
wn | “ : ‘ : os | 
= § | I had carried on through the years in the Marine Corps. ; 
T . , | 
m6 | Mr. Triplett. Now, this interest in irregular | 
4 
= | 
™ : . ° ° 
< | warfare and guerrilla warfare, prior te vour entering | 
S 3 | the Marine Corps, did you share this interest with any | 
~ | 
- 7 other friends, or were you encouraged in developing | 
¢ | 
= 10 | this interest by any person? 
s | | 
S iH ; ‘ ' 
= itd The Witness. No. This was an outlet at the time 
_ | 
ba * 
= oe the Korean war. Quite a few of the youngsters that | 
: 
ce ! 
= Is 
a i | were under age, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen years of | 
= | | 
= MW jage, belonged to the California National Guard, the 
= t 
z 1s 4 40th Division, and 1950 and '51, when they were called 
: " 
Zs 4 


given a@ choice 


,Of admitting that they were under-acea 


: | 
; ¢2 or going onto | 
5 
. ! 2 - , a i 
2 16 Nas in Korea. Some elected to go, and some elected ! 
n } 
ae ~ i] t 
= '? ito stay. 
~ | i 
e i 
c 3 . ; 
s 20 | Quite a few that were not even old enouch at that 
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& youncster 


expressed interest in military activitie | 


a5 | . 
ena would be oriented towards the military life, but 
V4 i . 
ystill too young. There were a few stories current at 
35 
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that time 


as to youngsters in the irrecular service in 
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Europe or in China, or what have you, that ware quite 
interesting tales and really showed where a youngster 
could involve himself in military activity without 


hecoming a member of a formal service. 


= Mr. Triplett. Were you one of these people who 

$ 

2 was under age and in the National Guard at that time? 

¢ The Witness. No. 

S Mr. Triplett. Did anybody, specifically, encourage 
i 

J vou to enlist in the Marines? 

c 

z The Witness. No. 

= 


~ 
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Mr. Triplett. All right. 


Getting back to your weekend trips toe Cuba in 


The Witness. (Interposing) I= béelicve there were 


' five trips to Cuba. 
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Mrs Triplets. (Continuing) ~- on any of thase 


Ss.U. 


trips, were vou working with or providing information 
to any Intelligence agencies in the United States? 


The Witness. I was questioned, I think, twice 
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py this individual who identified himself as somebody 


f= rina win Naval Intelligence that, to me, when you are able 


"to get on a military base and call somebody from a 
3 ¥ 
Lebeeey you have some kind of clout. 


! I was the battalion commander of the student 
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rank. 


Mr. Triplett. Now, whe 
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you say 


you 


were 


I automatically assumed this individual had officer’ 


was or what have you, that was enough identification. 


in the nature of after-the-fact debriefings? 
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- Weapons did disappear from some military: 


establishments at that time. 


Mr. Triplett. After your sernaration from the 
Marines, did you have occasion to go to Cuba again? 

The Witness. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Triplett. When did you go? 

The Witness. I think I arrived there for more or 
less a permanent stay in February, 1959. 

Mr. Triplett. What was your purnose in going there 

te ee a aG00z3. 


The Witness. This was almost that in that they 
were aware of the individual referring to other partie 
ithat they wore aware of some of my activities, that 
they were not going to press me on it, and that almost 
Stating that anything I said could be used against me, 
and there was a vossibility of criminal action or 
Yo. . A ® 
jindrctment 1f I persisted. 
u Mr. Triplett. Was this referring to assisting 
_— | 
Wgetting the arms or your association with the 
te 
gooey of July movement in Cuba? 
i 
| The Witness. Arms and association anc the whola 


tw 
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2 The Witness. To observe what was taking place. 
3 Mr. Triplett. Did anybody send you? 
| 
+ | The Witness. No. 
2 | ee os Gee 7 
= S| Mr. Triplett. Were you providing information or 
t | 
S % | working with any Intelligence agencies at that time? 
a SF | The Witness. I was approached in country at a 
x - ! ‘ ‘ 
¢ 8 }later date to provide the services. 
| 
O24 Mr. Triplett. "In country," do you mean in Cuba? 
= 
z 10 | The Witness. In Cuba. 
= 
g | 
ce Mr. Triplett. Who approacheé you? 
oa . 
~ 42 | The Witness. This was through Najor Morgan. 
9 
= “ +! . ° 
S 13 Mr. Triplett. Is that William Morgan? 
= ts | m “3 4 ; 
sie The Witness. Right. 
2 
= 3 ; And, one of the people involved in soliciting thiz, 
Es] 
\s jit is safe to say now, he was releasec, Frank Emmichk. 
z 
. | Mr. Triplett. What was the name again? 
_ H 
wg I 
= . The Witness. Frank Emmick. Ne was released two 
a] 
a. laays ago. 
Se ge 
a 8 i Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of their asproae! 
ay ; 
oe. | Did they want you to work full time or be a source, 
ae 


ny has 
oN fOr what 
a9 
f The Witness. Well, the initial approach was 


ithrough former officers of the Batista army that had 
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‘been held over in anew rebel army. They stated that -- 
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as we had become quite friendly, they stated that they 
were disenchanted with the occurrences. This was in 
early 1959. They were interested as to wnere I stcod. 


They knew I was acquainted with various of the top 


leaders in the top echelon of the new Castro government. 


They know I had become quite close to 

Camillo Cienfuegos, and they were not really sure that 
Camillo Cienfuegos was going to go along with the 
nolitical trend as it was shaping up there in 1959. 


They alluded more than one time to the fact that 


they were in touch with some of their old instructors in 


the United States where they had gone threugh courses 
in Fort Manning or in Panama. 

The advisory group, they had become quite friendcl: 
with the advisory group under Colonel “Nail there 


? 


I believe. 

Mrs. Triplect. ‘So arriving 12 February ,. "39 
that was after Fidel Castro took over? 

The Witness. Right. 

Castro had taken over the Sth of January. 

Mr. Triplett. Had you ever, on your previous 
seen Fidel Castro or heen involved in the 
fighting prior to this takeover? 

The Witness. No. 


Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you were close to 
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General Camillo Cienfuegos? 


waS a major. 

Mr. Triplett. A major. 

What was the nature of that association? 

The Witness. Camillo had been one of the 
individuals that had liaison within the Guantanano 
traffic from Costa Rica and Mexico. He determined, after 
my arrival in February of 1959, that certain of his 


liaison personnel for the arms business were quite 


} 
2 | The Witness. I got to know him quite well. I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i Naval Base and had certain responsibilities as to arms 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
\ 


well acquainted with me, moreso than I had really 


13 | believed at the time. 


| This leads me to helieve Saavedra was one of these 
| 
| people I was dealing with at the time. 
{t 
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Mr. Trinlett. Which Saavedra? 


The Witness. The one up in New Jersey 





wno later turned out to be a sergeant in the Bmbassy 
in Washington. I still do not know to this 


this is the same guy, but the conversations to me - 





a JAN ITH STREET, 3.M. 
1.2 
oO 







2} }appeared that these people were either in verv close 
| 
2 a . e ° 
Fa ra jeeuen with the United States law enforcement or 
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a. | : : 
3 junited States Intelligence, because they were quite 
2 laware of certain features of my background and my 
i! 
25 i 
-" past travels, and what have you. SAANSES 
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Mr. Triplett. What exactly was the function 
within the government of Cuba at that time of 
Camillo Cienfuegos? 

The Witness. He was Chief of the Arny. 

Mr. Triplett. I see. 

The Witness. He ‘iad Chief of Staff of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces, and there was a split as 
to what the command was. Colonel Ramon Bargquin, who 
I met at that time, was supposediy Chief of Staff, 
and then Camillo's position became the official 
Chief of the Army shortly thereafter in Foabruary. 

Mr. Triplett. Tow about Camillo's brother, 
Osmani Cienfuegos? 

The Witness. He was a civilian. ‘te had heen @& 
so-called member of the underground and was being 
brought into the Agrarian Reformed Program. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any personal associatic 
with Osmani? 
The Witness. Not until about October of 195%. 
On Camillo's disappearance, I ran into Camillo's 
father, Ramon, and Osmani, the mother, and other people 
during the search for Camillo when he dizappeared 
in October. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you know any cther Americans 


that were working for Camillo Cienfuegos? 
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The Witness. Quite a few. 

Mr. Triplett. Who were they that you recall? 

The wvede@s. Johnny Mitchell Devercaux, 
Paul Hughes, Jack Shea, a/k/a Jack Cannon, John Donecvan, 
Frank Shea, Bill Morgan, Don Soldin.. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you ever run into Loran fa 
at that time? 

The Witness. Just when I visited the sanitoriun 
that had been converted to a holding area in Trescornia. 
I think that was in April of '59. Lesiie Mradley. 


I met Leslie Bradley. He was in the same cell with me 


at a later Cate. 
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Mr. Triplett. When he visited Trescornea, was 


that the first time you met Mr. Jalil? 
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The Witness. Yes. He had been incarcerated 
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because of his participation with | 


- 3 oy a 
the Uicaraguan 


revolutionary groups. 
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Mr. Triplett. During that period of 
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any dealings with Raoul Castro? 


The Witness. Just conversations. T had 
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conversations with Che and Raoul end a number of people. 
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beyond conversations with Che Guevrra? 
wt 


Mr. Triplett. Did you have any 


| dealings or 
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Mr. Triplett. What contact and associations, 


any, at that time, did you have with Tidel Castro? 


The Witness. Fidal would be chance encounters 
where he would be at the Havana Air Base, Liberty C 


Or at the military side, Genera] Staff Neadcduarters 
or when the moved the Chiefs of Staff of the Armed 
encounters in a hallway or with a number of other 
people in casual conversation. 

I think of the last two, one was 
and Fidel came out to my air base in San Julien and 


Cc 


spent the afternoon there. 
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over to the Navy Building on the harbor, it would be 


Anastase Moylkian 
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: Mr. Triplett. All right. 

What titles or ranks did you acquire while you 
Inox in Cuba? 

| The Witness. The only rank I carried there was 
|sorgeant. 

Mr. Triplett. Was this in the Cuban Air Force? 

: The Witness. That was first in the Cuban Arny 

land then in the Cuban Air force. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

i : 
What were your functions, first, in the Cuban Army? 
Tne Witness. Cuban Army, parachute instructor 

(ith the parachute regiment under Major Bourbonet. 


Mr. Triplett. For how long a period of time? 
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I had lobbied extensively for that and finally 


acconplished it. 


Mr. Triplett. By the way, are you 


ee tS 
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The Witness. That was from February until | 

| 

September, 1959. 
Mr. Trivlett. And, September of 1959? | 

| 

The Witness. I transferred to the Rebel Air neces 

See - : , | 

Mr. Triplett. What were your functions in tha | 

Air Force? | 
The Witness. Parachute instructor, ane in the l 
Wavana area, attempting to transfer the varachutist | 
| 

regiment students over to active duty in the Air Force | 
| 

' 

to form a parachute regiment under Air Force command | 
Since it had been a failure under Major Pourbonet in 7 
the Army command. 
! 
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| 
Mr. Triplett. When and how did you learn to flv? : 


The Witness. In the Marine Corps. Part of the 


air control instruction is numerous flight hours anéd 





aes cacao wl 
ee ee oe 


mhat have vou. Then, at a later date, taking advantnrce 


t 


i 
ee ee ew 8 ee wo 
— 


Reine 


pd 


Wot some of the pilots assigned to my units. RB 
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wlight instructors, one thing le@ to another, and I 


acquired almost 2,900 flight hours. While never being 
} 


rated as an aviator, I was able to acavire certain skill: 
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Mr. Triplett. How long were you a parachute 
instructor in the Cuban Air Force? 

The Witness. From September until November, I 
was assigned to Liberty City, Havana and San Antonio 
de Los Banos Air Base. The official assignment was 
to the parachute rigging section under 
Captain Adolfo del Rio Rojo Roche who is a resident in 
Costa Rica at tnis time; Argentinian descent, known 


as Che 50, Che Cincuenta. He had been an arms runner 





to the revolution. 
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YH I had cisagreements with him as to techniques 
12 that should be applied to instructing the parachutists 
‘31 in the Air Force. There was at that time a problem 
t¢ e 64 o 2 T . ° 
- | with Frank Sturgis, Pedro Diaz Lanz, at that time 
ae Known as Frank Fiorini. Ile was a captain in the 
Is Rebel Air Force. 
“ . . . 
. | There were rumors of counter revolutionary activity 
= i 
Stee ss : oie te : : ; 
= * | on the part of Fiorini, Diaz Lanz, Captain Rojo, who 
Ze) 
= i , i , ; 
= a was my immediate superior at the air base, and a nunber 
E20 | 
o | of other Castro officers and former Batista officers. 
4] a 2 * ° * . . ° 
wr Ci] AE CtAas peint in time, we were giving parachute 
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demonstrations in San Antonio. We did a jump off the 


coast of Cuba, demonstration for the Cuban 
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was publicized in the press and on TV, and we were 
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invited to give demonstrations in other locales. 
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I gave a demonstration in San Julien, 
Pinar del Rio, and the commander of that zir base 
asked if it was possible that I transfer officially, 
his command , and attempt to raise the parachute 
regiment at San Julien Air Base in western Pinar dei 


province. 


I approacned the chief of the Air Force at the 


time who was Almeida, and Juan Almeida agreed, and I 
was transferred to San Julien Air 3ase. I was named 


as adjutant to Captain Oresto del Rio anc proceeded 
to raise a cadre of parachutists there, quite quickly 


discovering that it was a guise to train foreign 


nationals from the Dominican Republic in Micaragua 
and Guatemala and Honduras that were being trained to 


invade those countries. 


Tt shifted from parachute instruction to 


expeditionary instruction at that time which would he 


by then, December, January -- December, '59, 


January of 1960. 


Mr. Triplett. Now, do you know who was in charge 


over ali of this training foreign nationals? 


The Witness. Raoul Castro was the man at the 


immediate top. Operational commander would be 


Che Guevrra, and lower ranks wovld he - 


command would have been Major Pepito and Major 
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in Pinar del Rio province. 
Mr. Triplett. During the time you were there, 


specific country? 


in 


3 do you know if they were planning to invade any 
The Witness. Well, they had sxeffered dafeats in 


June in Andre Portes' expedition in Naiti. Ther hac 
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7 | lost all personnel, and June the 14th in Constanza 
3 and Mimonbay, (phonetic), and Luperon, in nortnern 
5 | Dominican Republic, they had suffered terrible losses 
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10 | there that had been commenced directly by 
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Major Dalio Gomez Ochoa, operating under the contro} 
of Camillo Cienfuegos 
The Panama thing had heen an agent provocateur 


operation that Cuban Intelligence determined immediatels 
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Pe “2 : 
| who had been captains in the rebel armv, vromotad 
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conjunction with Margot Fontaine and with some 
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( assistance from John Wayne, the actor. 
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; operation, as there 


| with Christian Merter, 


It had been a designed failure, designed to 


embarrass the new revolutionary government. 
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any idea as to who this designer was? 


blast, that some counter-revolutionaries had 
an expedition and in fact, I think they were 
off other people that would be in Costa Pica 
Nicaragua, if these people did not divert to 
of those countries, 
to these neople to beware of this groun, 
waS running amuck. 

That is now it turned out, ané 
the general word has been that it 
were a number in 1959 by 
Nicaraguan leaders that were w 
secretary of State and 
had met with him and had quite « fat 
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to expose 


where, in fact, they were havine difficulty re 


the armed forces in country. They had enough 


in country. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 
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passed quite rapidly for evarybody to stand by 
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Mr. Triplett. Do you know now, or do you nave 
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During this period of time, whet was the natura 
of your association with Colonel Kail? 

The Witness. None at all; none directly. 

Mr. Triplett. No contact? 

The Witness. Wo. 

Mr. Triplett. Now, you say that 
through January, 1960, I believa? 

The Witness. Tell, actually, the 
activity petered Out around January of 1960, 
was more focus on training expeditionaries 
guise of training the local militia, we were training 
Nicaraguan and other nationalities to be then 
ns-shipped to guerrilla units active in those 
respective countries. 
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The Witness. That would be January until August 
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Mr. Trinlett. What occurred in 
The Witness. Well, the training ceased 
was a schism between the strongly-Marxi 
of these various revolutionary groups, exp 


groups that created an immediate conflict in that the 


combatants were non-Marxist and were not that strongly 
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pro-Fidel. 
These were people that had been fighting in 
case of Nicaragua against Somoza since 1951. So 


they considered Castro rather a latecomer. They 
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the 


did not look up to him as he would expect them te, 


but they had a very strong sympathizer in The Guevrra, 


and there were conflicts that some of the 


-non-combatant, considered non-combatant except fo 


ue 


a few that were wounded, they were still considerec 


non-combatants . 


Cven though they had been wounded in Nonduras 


in a fire-fight, they elected to become very strongly 


mro-Marxist in their orientation and affiliations, 


ane this caused a disruption of activity. 


Just a couple of months before that, we were 


arrested and detained at secret police headquarters. 


Mr. Triplett. You say “We were arrested." 


You and who else? 


The Witness. The Nicaraguans, Chileans, myself. 
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Mr. Triplett. All right. 


What were the charges against you? 


The Witness. Investigation. No charges were 


ever filed. 


Mr. Triplett. This was in August? 
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The Witness. No. This was in June; in late May 
and June. 

Mr. Triplett. How long were you incarcerated? 

The Witness. The first time about three weeks. 

Mr. Triplett. Upon release, what cic you do? 

The Witness. I went to stav at Pill Morgan's 
house in ITavana, Cuba. 

Mr. Triplett. By the way, you say "the first 


time you were incarcerated 
In what jail or prison were you? 


The Witness. That was in 6-2 


Fourteenth Avenue and Fifth Streat, Miramar, suburb 


of Wiavana, secret police headquarters. 


Mr. Triplett. That was not 


The Witness. Trescornea vas nover a mrison or 


wnat have vou. It was a holding a 
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Might cmbarrass the revolution. Thev dia 


their official secret police people to even be aware 


of these people because if these neonle were cleared 


to function later with expeditionarices, thev- did not 


want some secret policeman spotting them somewhere 


and grabbing them. 


See, at that time you had a new oraa 


was called Difar, which was 


of the Armed Forces. D-i-f-a-r. They were rather 
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running amuck, playing secret police themseives. fi 
had them on my trail for awhile. 
Hrs TYiatetts. All righe: 


You say on release you went and stayed with 


Pe] 

a Bill Morgan? 
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a The Witness. Right. 

~ e 7 ‘; a " q o 

os Mr. Triplett. How long did you stay with him? 
c The Witness. Oh, I guess I was there a Ween, 
~ 

u and I went back to contact with some of the people 
c 

= that had been locked up with me anu made arrangements 
& 


to get out of the country. 


Mr. Triplett. Getting back to that week with 





Bill Morgan, wera you aware of any Intelligence 
activities that he was involved in? 


The Witness. Well, for quite some time, I haa 
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Is | been inventorying heavy weapons, automatic weapons, 

i i at numerous military facilities in Cuba. There was 
i 

1a | ar ; : ; . 
| a strong drive for gun registration in country, ane 
| 

e | the rebels were told they could keep a side-arm aad 

20 | : : 
two shoulder weapons. Both of them cculc he fuliy 
if 
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automatic, or they could keep 4 rifle, a tommy-gun 
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registration. I was absconding with guite a few of 
those weapons and I was turning some of them over 
to Morgan, who was then transporting them to 
counter-revolutionaries and the Escamhray and otuer 
places. 

Mr. Triplett. You say you were inventorying 
weapons at that time, too. 

To whom were you providing these inventories? 


The Witness. To the commander of the facility. 
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Mr. Triplett. The Cuban commander? 
The Witness. Right. The Cuban commander of 


whatever facility that was current there. I was 





involved in training the militia and the militia 


were being issued brand new Czech and Soviet weapons. 
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13 The militia had been issued temporarily some of the 
is i weapons from the mountains and some of the weapons 
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m 17 | from the Datista arsenal and what have vou. So in | 
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i 63 exchanging and issuing those new weapons, my talents 
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| The Witness. About February of '60 until 
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anyone else other than Morgan? 

The Witness. I was providing weapons directly to 
people that I had confidence in. 

Mr. Triplett. Who were these peonle? 

The Witness. In most cases, they were former 
members of the Batista army that had temporarily 
participated with Castro's forces, later became 
diseffected and during the Trinidad preblem of 
July, 1959, they were summarily discharged from the 
armed forces. Shortly thereafter, they became active 
in counter-revolutionary activities and hecause of 
my transfers and activities, I was not aware of all 
of these people who had been summarily dismissed fram 
the armed forces or allowed a crace period. 

They were given their pav even thouch they were 


discharged, but some of them were civen a graca 


of two months or ninety days. fT 


J would normally stop 
anc visit at one of their relative's place when I was 


in that particular town and encounter them ane fine 


that they were diseffected from the revolution and in 
some cases, hac established contact with Syvmpathizers 
in U.S. Embassy and what have you. 

I, at that point in time, made it cui 
that I was not working for United States covernment or 
had any liaison with anybody, but as a friend, TI 
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would assist them in acquirine their required 
implements to help in their survival. 


Mr. Triplett. Would it be fair to say that in 


February, 1959, when you went to Cuba, you were in 
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(3 
= | 
c 12 | Nr TEL Lore, So it is your testimony, then, 
= i 
= | : . : ss : 
a oa at the time that you went, you knew it was developing 
: t = 
x iH 
= 5) a Communist government -- 
= i 
= 4s The Witness; (Interposing) Refore I was there. 
= l 
W" - m ; 7 ‘ > : 
; ‘ey Mr. Triplett. (Conmeinuing).<—=-°and vow -6till 
al j 
al 
i « Q 0 a) q . : * 
= re | Went ana associrated vourself with the military there -- 
Ww 
= '9 | Th rs me ot = %, 
= | The Witness. Cinterposanc) OW YOss 
= 20 | 


| lir. Triplett. (Continuing) -- assisting -- 











| The Witness. (Interposing) -- NMacn time that T 
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I knew what the training requirements were. 
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2 knew what the logistics were. I had flown supply 
3 operations to central America, air-drenped arms, anc 
4 


the whole thing. I had been forced to be an overaii 
organizer of a lot of this activity. Talent was very 
short. I mean, the best people Castro had, including 


Fidel himself, were amateurs in that game. They 
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never really had a ticht handle on the business. 
They were not what we would call special forces 


qualified, and finding talented individuals, most 
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Johnny Mitchell, Morgan, maybe four or five 
others were the only ones that were left. Morgan, 


at one point in time, was quite anxious to go to my 


we) 


eee ee ee ee ee ee et ee 


Oo ce SES Oe 


‘sini 
ta 


base. In fact, I encouraged him to go to Fidel, which 
1 he finally @id, and ask for a commanc. So they yave 
1 him the frog farm, which he was not against. 


I said 
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"Well, you are going to he involved 
| in militia activities and what have vou, and one thing 


| will lead to another." But he was getting himself 
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of the island a 


that time was 


that if you picked your nose at the wrong 


like Communist China, 


cime, you 
went up against the wall, and believe me, there were 
more people shot by accident ecown there than there 
were on purpoSe. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


During this period of time in Cuba 


The Witness. (Interposing) 


borrow one of your cigarettes? 


Mr. Triplett. There. You 
The Witness. Thank vou. 
Mr. Triplett. During this 


Cuba, Gid you have any dealings 
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have two. 


with Frank 


wonder if I 
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of time in 


Fiorini? 


The Witness. I think I encountered him once 
or twice in the Havana Air Base. 
Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of those 


encounters? 


The Witness. Oh, probably ten 


and what have you, and that was it. 


Triplett. Had you met hir 


The Witness. No. I hac heared 
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, he was one of the people I was very cauticus with 


seconas ef chit-chat 
nreviouslyv? 


of him. Tha 


In my mind's eye and later, Tt was in country, I was 
able to verify who the U. S. operatives were, but I 
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was in a bit of an enigma there. JOQUS4 
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I had been advised informally. I had been visitec 


by people at an early date when I was on the island 


and quite informally told over a beer that nobody in 


the Embassy was to be trusted. These are the kine 


situations where you are looking over your shoulder, 


and there is a bloody wall with bullet holes in it, 
and here these people are talking business that can 
get you shot. You really do not know who they are. 
There is no way to prove who they are, or what have 
you. 


Hr. Triplett. So this is how you categorize 


Cs 


in your mind at least, Frank Fiorini, wt that time? 

The Witness. (No response.) 

Mr. Triplett. How about -- 

The Witness. (Interposina) Weil, once I got 
close to Morgan, by the summer of 1959, he quite 
accidentally was in a position to really know who 
was who on the hit parade, and he quite frequently 


would ask me what side I was on. 


Mr. Triplett. Well, you knew at that time tha 


c 


4 


6 


William Morgan was working with American Intelligence, 


did you'not? 
Tne Witness. Well, I suspectec it, but I did 
not know where American Intelligence was because ny 


impression in 1959 was that they were bending over 
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backwards to make sure Castro stayed there. Tf am an 
observer from the inside seeing how that outfit, 
Castro's outfit, could have been dismantied on very 


short notice. “here was no other American on the 


* 


inside wearing rebel green except me that was ehle t 


travel, that was able to fly anywhere in country anc 


s 
that was able to walk into anybody's office ana talk 
about just about anything that was happening. 

I can tell you that Castro coule have been take 
out in 1959 quite easily, but somebody cid net want 
it to occur. 


Mr. Triplett. Well, because of that nosition 


you were in then, obviously, you were approached for 


information? 


The Witness. I had the immression that yguite a 
L { 


few of the ranking Cubans felt that they had the covert 


backing of the United States government. You xnow, 
this business of running the "Cuba see Yankee now," 
and this whole business, and in informal friendly 


conversations in my travels, T found that some of 


these people intimated they were in contact with the 


United States government and that all of this was 










eye-wash because that is how the game haa to he played 
This was very disconcerting to me. 
Triplett. By the way, were you married when 
—- a. cathe ca aR *y 
‘ . ‘ * ne ee . i 7 ’ e . tka’ y wg « By ote 
i na eee tae ; ee ee ta vou 
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an 
su 
| when you were in Cuba? 
2 The Witness. I marriec@ a Cuban girl there. 
: 


Mr. Triplett. When you left Cuba, did she come 


ta 


out with you? 






2 | 
a se The Witness. No. She was in prison. 
t H 
“ é | Mr. Triplett. Is she still in prison? 
ae ay 
= i The Witness. Never heard anything since the 
= | . 
e a Bay of Pigs. Well, shortly after the Bay of Pigs, 
ba] 
‘ 
. t . . . 
o > I was able to communicate by telephone with her one 
< 
cee (ike eee 
é | time. 
S | 
a Mir. Triplett. You said the first time you were 
~3 i 
= . | 
>t “| arrested when we were talking about this previous 
«3 : 
e li arrest. 
ae " 
= | 
= ? . 
a : H Were you arrested a second time? 
a 
3 i The Witness. And, a third. 
= 3 4 tes 
= | Mr. Triplett. All right. 
= i 
“ V7 ° 
a Describe the second arrest, please. 
Se i 
© 13 i ; 
= | The Witness. The seconc arrest was near 
wn 
= 19 | ’ : 
= ' San Antonio de Los Banos Air Base, and I was plekc: 
cn | 
ec 2¢ ° * . . . s ° 
mA | up by Difar, an investigation division of the 
a ' armed forces, and taken to La Cahana fortress. 
nn a t 
SG | 
i es os H ° ¢ 
aN Morgan's intervention caused my release a few weeks 
22 | 
| after that. The third time was on dedarture, attempted 
; 
26 | 
; Geparture from Jose liartl alrport, Rancho Soyeros 
25! 
} airport. I was picked up by a lieutenant in the 
i : 
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secret police and taken back to the secret police 


headquarters for a couple of days. 
Mr. Triplett. When was that? 


The Witness. That was prohably August; late 





w 
a August of '6C. 
~~ 
4 
vs | Mr. Triplett. Did you subsequently leave Cuda? 
x : s 
St - 8 | The Witness. Flew to Mexico City. That was 
=e §& | on a Mexican airlines flight. 
~ 
5 Mr. Triplett. When was it? 
Ie The Witness. About September of '69. 


Mr. Triplett. Did you remain in Mexico City for 


: 

| ‘ 
some tine? 
| 
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worked at the Cuban Embassy, but I visited her at 
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ia The Witness. About two weeks. 
: 
1 és . * 
“a i Mr. Triplett. Did you have any contacts in 
ls 4 Mexico City? 
; 3 | The Witness. I had contact with peonle that 
= 
* ' 
wn er 
oe | had been referred to me by Che Cuevrra. 
ba 1 
aul : 
1 1g * e e 
= Mr. Triplett. Who, specifically, were they? 
mn 
= We : ; 
= | The Witness. One, I understood to he 
< ! 
= 26 | 2 
| Sylvia Doran, but it is not the same woman as far 
a | 
ee as I know. 
ras 22 , 
oo | Mr. Triplett. Someone that worked at the 
' 
23 Il 
j Cuban Embassy? 
22 | 
| The Witness. Yes. I knew her to he -- she 
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her home. I understood her to be a Cuban. She 


was one of my principal contacts with the 


Cuban Embassy in Mexico City. The other contacts 


were Nicaraguan revolutionary leaders in Mexico City. 


Mr. Triplett. What was the purpose for having 


oO 


A 


contacts with the Cuban Embassy? 


The Witness. 
group that I was a member of. 


Mir. Triplett. This was after you left 


then? 


The Yitness. Yes These wer 


I had trained. This information was Siven to CIA 


just a few weeks later in California. 
fir. Triplett. Getting back tc Cuha for 
moment, what Americans were you in 


than Bill Morgan while you were in Cuba in 1969? 


The Witness. That I knew by their real names. 


That would be Don Soldini, Frank: Shea, Jack Cannon 


or Jack Shea, as he was Known, 


Paul Nughes, Leslie Bradley -- 1 probably ran into 


Neil McCauley -- I had a casual 
Neil McCauley, casual encounter with 1 
anc the casual encounter with Mall at 

Mrs: Traplett. 


Did you ever have any encounters 


with Santo Trafficante? 
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in the Air Force, James Gentry. TI stay 
apartment in lavana. Then I sno 


Gentry just before the Bay of Pies 


phe 


The Witness. Just the one time at Trescornea 
I looked into the cell, and I vas told who he was. 


I did not know him from Adan. le ow 


as just another 


Spanish-sounding name to me. 


I knew Frank ECmmick. I knew two guys that usec 
the names of Bob Brown and Bob McCormick that were 
friends of Morgan's from Toledo. 

June Cobl, I knew her. Anastasia Sokolawska, 
I knew her. 

Mr. Triplett. Could vou spell that for the 
reporter, please? 

The Witness. Yes, 

S-o-k-o-l-a-w-s-k-a,. 

Identified by NUAC as a Castro 
later date. 

Mr. Triplett. You mentioned a list 


that you knew hy name. 


How about those that you knew only by code 


name or by some other designation? 


rr 


The Witness. Well, a first 


Well, I knew Jimmy Gentrv. Ne was 


ba 
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t some tine with 


nerve in Miami. 


Others of first names, ther 
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standing in a hotel lobby or a har. "J am a friend 


of so-and-so," and a quick chat ane gone. 

Mr. Triplett. Very well. 

Why do we not take a snort break to give the 
reporter a rest? 

(Short recess.) 


Mr. Triplett. On the recorc. 


Getting back to the perioc of time you spent 


uy 


1969, did vou have any contact with Lopez Fresguet? 


£ 


The Yitness. Yes, I Gid. One contact at the 


National Bank. TO% IT had to cash a bank craft at 


Chase, Chase Ban, and I went to -- I forget -- to 


see somebody, and I ended up seeing him. To facilitatz 


the money hecause there were currency controls, 


you could not get it in U.S. dollars and I neaded 


in UsSs adollaras. IT -qot it in Sosos whiten 2 had. to 


convert into U.S. dollars by black mariet moans 


lat2r on. 


ie. Trivlott. He facilitatec vor cectine ih 


he’ 
t 
rr 


Oraft cashed? 


si a 


fv 


“Witcness. Yes. 


t 


Mr. Triplett. Did you nave any other contacts 


es 
ct 
ro 
om 
> 
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The Witness. (Nodded negatively.) 


Mr. Triplett. How about David Phillipps in Cuba? 
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1 | The Witness. No. I have talkee to him on the 
| : 
2 phone, but I have never met him personally. I have 
2 seen a picture of him. Re kind of reminds me of 
+ | Paul Bethel, but I would have remembered him unless 
“ . 
= sj he was wearing a uniform. 
7 
. é | I did encounter people in U.S. Military uniforms 
es | 
= el who -- they are a little harder to distinguish who 


is who with their hats on and what have you. 
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Go 7 | Nr. Triplett. When you said you talked to 
c 
= 10 : David Phillipps on the telephone, was that while you 
rE 
= 1 | : > 
= ‘' i were in Cuba? 
2 | 
~ 42 The Witness. No. This is just in the last 
= | 
e '!3 1 couple years. 
- I 
= 1 : : Sieh JS 
es | Mr. Triplett. Did he contact you, or did you 
Se 
& 1s i fe hi 
- | contact him? 
= 1 
= 4s | Tne Witness. No. I contacted him. IZ was 
447i Lean eee eae . | 
i Pursuing an investigation relevant to a lawsuit 
= i ' 
wal i 
bow . H . * 9 + . * 
= ig | against CIA by 2ell Mortagage, and he clarified a 
a | | 
= 19 i | 
& 1 couple of points on that for me. 
| ! 
= : 
= 20 H ry . : . | 
a His. Terpiert. Dic you have any contact with ! 
F 
af : : 
OR Paul Dethel when vou were in Cuba? 
Se? 22 3 : : 
Ss | The Witness. I may have run into him one tine | 
1 4 
22 | , - ; 
i Outside the Embassy, and I believe at that time, I 
22 | 
, would have shied away from him. The last time I 
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for my Cuban diplomatic passport. While I was waiting 
at a restaurant, which is across the street from the 
Embassy, I may have seen him or somebody else. 


* 


These people had been Gescribed-to me hy Cuban 
Intelligence quite extensively, who the nell they 
were. So I knew who to stay away fron. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you, on any occasion, ever 
see Phillipps or Bethel or Lopez Tresquet in the 
company of Frank Fiorini? 

The Witness. No. I would not have paid -- well, 
I would have paid attention to it. 

Fiorini, the only times I saw him, he wes wil 
other Cubans, with Diaz Lanz at the air hase. Miter, 
I would be standing mayhe three or four people away. 


Mr. Triplett. Did you ever see DZ. Howara Nunt 


The Witness. NOt. that. T. abrece 


vy Fecall becaure 
I saw him one time here in Havana at thc 
30th of November organization in December of '61 


Mr. Triplett. To clarify that -<- "Nere in 


k- 


The Witness. (Interposing) ‘%o. Were in Miani. 


In December of '61, he showed up at 30th of November 


headquarters, and I recognized him at the time. The 


| 


first time I saw him, you know, he was speaking Spanis? 
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I thought he was just one of these Gallegos Cubans; 
with an American accent, you can automatically figure 
that the cuy is a Gringo or a Spaniard speaking 
Spanish quite often. When you hear the first few words} 
the way the Spanish pronounce their Smanish, it 
sounds like an American having trouble with Spanish. 

I thought I knew him from somewhere at that point 
in time, but I was not sure where. Se that would me 
to me that he was talking to somebody else and I was 


nearby. 


Mr. Triplett. Well, have you later Cetermine 


Os 


1f you knew him from somewhere previousiv? 


The Witness. (Nodded negatively.) 





Mr. Triplett. Who was there when vou met him? 


3 i Who else? 
| 
is | The Witness. Well, the one time I saw him here 


if 
” 
te og 
‘i in the States was at the 30th of November hea@auarters. 


I think the guy with him was -~ I think 
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Frank Sturgis? 


. 
tc : _ ¢ . 
7 : Gerardo de Burley, (phonetic), was there, not with 
20 them, and Nanny Chavez, I think Manny Chavez was with 
” t . 
_ *! " him when he went to the 30th of November headquarters. 
an 
= ig 4 Mr. Triplett. Was Diaz Lanz there? 
23 Il ; 
. i The Witness. No. 
24 | : ee 4 : Sec se ie 
| Mr. Triplett. Now about Frank Tiorini or 
; 
| 
36 8 






a es te ee 


: 530064 
: oN h se ‘ 
Faw Spyies ‘ ee ee ai BEES Hy aes Ni =: 
Wow ji tf 7 ae 


9. ¥ a - ; ; es } wee z 
“Pre Witness;s; Na hie 3 e-em 
— a‘ nnn 


. (€€Z DU) VOSH :UOTIDZeTTOD YAP ‘Adod souorDTOY ipepees® 


ws 
= 
~ 
t 
n 
wt 
a | 
ao ’ 
cS 
~ 7 
—_ 
s 3 | 
¢ ; 
e 
~ | 
. { 
Gof 
— 
zd, 
S } 
~ : 
iS | 
= ho 
uv) : 
x i 
og { 
& : 
Par aa 9 
fa) iJ H 
- HI 
= jl 
< ru | 
2 
ra < " 
CQ {S i! 
Sc a 
x i 
= ts 
is | 
= H 
-_ ' 
| 
n ud i 
a ; 
i : 
_ te 3 
=< ew 
tad 
wi 
= a4.) 
= 1s! 
oo 
e 4 ! 
ps 20 | 
{ 
21 | 
ew =~ i] 
eu) 2 
iy em 
yet 1 
' 
22 | 
H | 
i 
w 
24 
t 


wo 
in 


~ ae ee ee 






oe 
—_—— 





ut 
Cy 


Mr. Trinlett. Have you ever worred with 
Frank Fiorini, Sturqis? 

The Witness. Well, my opinion of Fiorini, just 
prior to the Bay of Pigs and activities througnout 
'61 to '63 was he was creating a pattern of Gecging 


my tvacks, quite obviously,.and the first encounter 


being May of 1961 after the Bay of Pigs. He showed 
up at Sanchez Arango's Juanta des Liheracicon Nacional 


headquarters on Ninth and Flagler. 

The circumstances of his arrival ané¢ the comments 
he made at the time, I assumed he was vorkine for 
some government agancy. Ne just seemed to be aware 


of too many things because almos 


Seren 


oe SPMoCLaecelS 
ceneckec with the Cuhans that ran the crjanization, 
and thev had not invited him. They wore surprised 
to find him there, and they were heins cautious with 


him because they were alicned with the mob peenlea, 


47) 


Trafficante's neople. 

They were working aqetting supvort from Plato Cox 
and Osmone Moody and what have you, tho lWuches -- 
what later was determined to be some tvne of lIughes 
interest rather than a government interest. The 
americans I met in conjunction with that particular 
organization were rather unsympathetic to government 


Intelligence and law enforcement agencies where 
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Americans in this business, was if they were 
Intelligence personnel, they hac an antagonism towards 
the law enforcement, the Buraau, or what have you and 


Showed a due respect to the Intellicence comnunity, 


wt 

. where these people showed @isdain towards both CIA 

t 

a 

a and the Frit. 

~ 

c . a 

& e 

S Getting back to my question, have you aver worked 
o~ 


with Frank PFiorini? 
The Witness. He attempted to maintain a liaison 
with my small group of people, and we worked a 


number of plans together as far as Pursuing the 


preparation of the Cuban exiles and their training 


and some of the people that were associated with Ine 


at the time as instructors, had at one time worked 
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iH with Prank and Masferrer, and very ea) 


Skills that one should have in the busine 


wn 


~ a 


Ke ariy in the gane, 
wT | 
is / I was advised that if I continued a relationship 
i! : 
= 18 | 
& F vith Prank, they were not going to be a bart of =t. 
= : | 
= _ i Q } q - 1 7 : ™—- < 
" So I had to make a choice between Fran): who I 
c H 
c “Cc i 
- as ! e a . 
f determined to be somewhat lacking in knowledge ana 
a 
| 


ob Stn ecm ane sera oe, gears. fee aoe 


I was about to lose some of my e@x-Special forces 


za! 
i instructors because they were not happy with Frank. 
2¢ 
30 I had conversations with himfrom time to time, but 
35: 
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On a very guarded basis. 
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Mr. Triplett. Now, who was it specifically 


The Witness. Richard “latley, Robert Yillis 
Howarc Davis. 

Mr. Triplett. Approximately what time period 
did they tell you to break off these relations? 

The Witness. That would have bsen in 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

The Witness. They related a number of 
unsuccessful ventures with Frank where he had been 
offerec extensive financing and equinment by mob 


figures and had waffled and worked his way out of 


commitments and avoided activity and continvwously 


associated with Diaz Lanz who was then under contrel 


of two PT type vessels and unknown number of weapons 


and equipment, who was more or less Ghviously resioned 


ue wh 


to the fact that they were never going to even male 


an attempt to leave Miami or involve themselves i 


anvthing if the government was not backing then 


esse 


My. Triplett. Aside from Pedro Diaz Lanz and 


Marcos Diaz Lanz, who were the Other Cubans that 


were associating with Frank Sturgis at that time? 


The Witness. Off and on, ex-major Diego Panecdue, 


Alex Rorke; Frank and his people were attempting to 


irm up a liaison at one time or another wae 
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Marcellino Garcia of the Orlando Rosch group that 
involved Major Evallio Duque who hac heen a guerrii 


leader against Matista and later against 


Escambray. 


Sa 
iAP 


Larrv De Josephs, an American of Ttalian cesceont, 


married to a black Naitian that had MNaitian i 


at heart. 


That is about it. 


He did not have a large entourage at the 


Mr. Triplett. Now about Rolando MNasfe 


The Witness. Masferrer repeatedly 
against any extensive contact with Tran 

Mr. Triplett. Advised you? 

The Witness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. Of those people you 


which of them are still in this areca? 


ae 


The Witness. Well, Marcellino Gare 


ments 


are ae ae 


They have a commando outfit named after hin, 


terrorist group. Bosch is in Vanezucla. 
is in Nicaragua with a terrorist groun. 
Larry De Josephs, unknown whereabouts. 


missing. Frank Nelson is in Naw Yor Ci 


Alex 


ty. 
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Mr. Triplett. At any time, did vou ever work 


with FE. toward Nunt? 


The Witness. No. I have nover met 
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face-to-face on an introduction basis. 
Mr. Triplett. Have you met him informaliy? 
rhe anaes. No, but peo 
ne was aware of what I was doing, and 
encounter in the 20th of November headquarters where, 


es ai. 


in effect, Howard Hunt was running that part of CIs 
that was instructed to dismantle all non-acgency 
operations ana supply information to the law 


enforcement authorities to Gisrupt this 


activity ane@ Howard Hunt's visit to 20th of Movember 


ae este & 


was to deliver a payroll sheet and the funds to 


attempt to divorce that organization from our 


instructor cadre. 
Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, was -- 


The Witness. (Interposing) Ue was sabotaging 
all of our efforts. 

Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, was Nowarc 
and Frank Sturgis working together at that time? 


The ‘litness. I woule have never -- I have no 


recollection that there would be an association. 


ther than that, they appeared to be doing the sane 


thing, spying upon non-agency operations and attenptince 
to disrupt and co-oped these operations away from my 


group Or any other independent group. 


fir. Triplett. You mentioned that Howard Nunt wac 
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working for the CIA at that time. 
Do you know, or have you subsequently learned 
who Frank Sturgis was working for at that time? 


The Witness. Subsequently, my Cetermination 15 


that he has since Day One been working for 


Army Intelligence, that his case officers have always 


been military Intelligence personnel, never CIs. 

Mr. Triplett. Who were these case officers? 

The Witness. I believe one you woulc consider 
a case officer would have been Sam Nail. This is 
information that came to me while I was still in 
Cuba as to when they were at that time Cenouncing 
Captain Rojo, Diaz Lanz, Fiorini and what have you, 
for having testified before the Senate in 15959, ana 
then later the leaflet drop in October of '59. 

It was common conversation amongst the various 
Intelligence personnel of the Cuban government as to 
who Frank had been working for or with inside the 
Embassy anc they were strangers te me, but the names 
were discussed at that time. 

Mr. Triplett. Any other names besides 


Colonel Xail? 


The Witness. Sam Kalil because he was, I believe, 


the military attache at the time was quite well knov 


to Castro's government people. Other names came up. 
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The guy that had been the Consul in Santiago. I 4 
not recall his name. I think the name PF 
came up. The name Bill Caldweil came un. Three or 
four others. 


Iowoulad just have to go back to the files anc 


refresh those names because they were weople that I 
was not acquainted with. Thev were 
I hac seen pnotographs of some of these people. 

Mx. Triplett. Just to make the record clear, 
when we talk ahout Frank Fiorini and 
we are talking about one and the same ¢ Son; is 
that correct? 

The Witness. Right. 

That name, Sturgis, was first given to ma by 
PBI in 1961. One of my case offi 
clarifiec who Sturgis, who Fiorin: 
you, which caused me to beliave tha 
cooperating with the Bureau at that 
not have occurred. 

My. Triplett. Getting bac to vy 
Cuba ana going to Mexico City, how lona dia you stay 


in Mexico City? 


The Witness. Probably about three weeks 


most. 


Mr. Triplett. You say one of vour contacts was 


Just names to me 


YRAe and what har 
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at hime or that wouls 
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woman named Sylvia Duran? 


Tho Witness. That is the name sche usec. T met 


her and receivee funding and communications from hor 


at her unstairs apartment in Colonia Anowuk, (nhone 
No. Colonia Cuauhtemoc, one of the suburban areas 
in Mexico. 

Mr. Triplett. And, she was an emplovee at fhe 
Cuban Embassy? 

The tlitness. She was attachnec to the Cuban 
Embassy. 

Mr. Triplett. Wowever, it is your belief that 
she was a Cuban as opposed to Mexican? 
ne Witness. I understood her to be a Cuban, 
and I think I met with her four or five times, and 


that. was. 4b 


Mr. Tripletk. What was the source of the money 


sne dqave you? 


+7 

2B 

fv) 
-4 


Witness. These monies 


3) 
9] 
a) 
4 
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Embassy in voucn and then were given to her to jass 
onto me. 
Mr. Triplett. So you. ware still, even aftose 


leaving Cuba, puroorting to work for the Cuban 


* government? 


The Witness. Richt. 


Mr. Triplett. Now, what did you do after you 
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] 
received this money? | 
| 
The “Iitness. The pressure by the Mexican Federcl | 

| 

Police against the Nicaraguan, Costa Rican, M"oncuran, | 
Guatemalan revolutionaries was muite intense. There | 
) 


had been attempts to kidnap them on more than one 


occasion. There had been a couvunle shocting incidents, 





anc they were in a mild state of panic and reor 


~ 


They were prone to want to leave me in charge of 


everything in Mexico City while they disappeared into 


the woodwork for awhile, since I was direct liaison 


with the Cuban Embassy and had actually carried a 


letter from Che Guevrra to Mexico City that I was 


being nominated to reorganize the strata there in 


Mexico City and then attempt to locate training sites 


in Mexico or British Hon@uras and then later facilitate 


eee ewer were Het 


arms acquisition through Texas and Arizona for 


Mr. Triplett. How much money cid you receive frox 


ey 


Sylvia Duran? 


The Witness. Oh, not more than four or five 


eee ee cee cee et er 


hundred dollars. This was subsistence money for mysell 


Now, I transferred monies that were civen to 
did not have to sign a receint and they were 


envelopes. I saw the envelonves opened later. 


The re 
were large amounts of U.S. currency in there. These 
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were deliverec Girectly to the MNicaraguans that they 
were aceressed to. 

Mr. Triplett. Now long did you remain in Mexico 

the Witness. Just about three weeks. 

Mr. Triplett. Where did you go from there? 

The 'tlitness. I flew from Nexico City to Montere 

oe Triplett. Is this Monterey, Mexico or 
Monterey, California? 

The Nitness. Monterey, Mexico and then laid 
over there for a few hours. ‘Than I caught a flight 
to San Antonio, Texas. Then hitch-hikede from 
San Antonio, Texas to California. 

Mr. Triplett. Was this with the knowlecoe of th 
Cuban covernment? 

The Witness. No. This was my attempt to disany 
for a short period of time, and T had been civen 
information that I could go to Central America fer 
the training syllabus, start the training syllabus in 
Tonduras, look for the new camps in Writish Noncuraes 
or in Yucatan Peninsula or go directly to my? arms 
contacts by traveling to Chicago first and meeting vi 
people in Chicago, or I could try the trade union 
route, the idea being sewing all this tegether. 

So one of my contacts was Uarry Bridges and once 


I was in California 
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(Interposing}) So that would ave 


been in San Francisco? 
The Witness. No. I met Marry Bridges in 
Los Angeles. I called his office in San Francisco, 


which is just outside of Los Angeles 


Los Angeles business Agent, San Pedro -- no. TIT met 
him in San Pedro near the docks. 

Mr. Triplett. Would this have been arcund the 
end of 1960? 

The “Witness. That would be -- no. Cctober, 1%6 

_ Mr. Trinlett. Did you receive any support from 


Witness. The conversation wi 


guarded. Ne was quite interested La 


events. The meeting lasted mayhe four 


briefing on what had been transpirine, what 


Was 


happening i: 


~ 


Cuba. 


Ne was 


not happy with what was happening in 


Cuba. There vere comments as to the nresidential 


campaion that was under way; where was Cuba headed? 


Me was disconcerted to find that the neople J 


was working with were not hapyoy with 


ones 
Cas 


EKO; 


receiving support from Castro, that cla 
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Che Guevrra had arranged for their support, that -- 
at this voint in time, there had been lan 
Guatemala and landings in Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 


te wantec to know what was happenine. 


Was this an independent cperation, or was Cuna 


7 


trade union movement. We advised me that I wauled 


La 


not he carrying with me, but I would he told where 


Lo 
go in central America and who to see to cdiscuss this 
typs of support, that his organization twvas not really 


interested in @uplicating Castre's effort, but if 


Seopie, then they 
woulé he in a position to give some supnert. 
(irs PEIplett.< rat did vou se as Ear Ae 


employment after arriving and returning te 


Los Angeles area? 


The Witness. Well, in the Los ~Anvelcs area, T 


‘th 


stayed with my family. 


Myre TErplect. By “family,” vou xrefor te. your 


parents? 


The Witness. Parents. Ane, through one Family 


- 


that had extensive missionary activity in central 
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I was affiliated with, who were the oldtimers, if the 
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America, specifically Guatemala, f attempted to 
utilize the Nazarene Church facilities to facilitate 
my activities in central America. 

Mr. Triplett. Which family was this? 


The Witness. The Dodd family; D-o-d-d. 


I had grown up with them, went through kindergarte 


on up. Their church had been affiliated with foreign 


Missions and what have you. 
Mr. Triplett. What is Mr. Dodd's first namz? 
The Witness. Ray Dodd is the old man. 


Gladys Dodd is the mother, and the boys that I srew 


ud with are Art and Wes Dodd. 


Mret Dodd later married a Guatemalan girl that 


ne 
met. Wwe made a number of trivs to Guatemala back 


in '54 and since then. In fact, two of his wife's 


brotners, I recruited. It seens tnat they already 


had been exposed to some type of act 
I recruited them and they became suerrillas 
date in Guatemala. 

Mr, Triplett. Addl ,isne. 

that were your activitics though? 

Were you traveling back and forth to Cuatemalcz, 
Or were you employed in Los Angeles? 


That were you doing during that period of time? 


Ty 


Witness. Well, my first intent was to s 
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how extensive the support facilities -- I mean, in 
Navana, people talked quite a bit about what typ 
of backing they had all over the worlc, in thea 
United States, Canada, and what have you. 

The fact is, Canadians paid for myseif and the 
other Wicaraguans, the money that was required to 
get my people out of Cuba. My Nicaraguan, Sandine 


people out of Cuba was paid for by Canadian Oil 


I was under the impression that these 
croups had extensive support in the United States, 
Dut it was contingent upon their success in 
military activities in their particular = 
to how much the support would be in the futu 
successful would determine how much support they 

T felt it would be quite interesting to Find ove 


exactly who was supporting these peonls 


‘ 
ry) 


nad wnat their 


armed sources were in the whole thing, 2G} 
one case where I was convinced that 


Cuban case, that these particular individuals I 


Py) 


dealing with on the anti-Somosa business were a littl 


bit more straightforward than anv of the Cubans had 


been and would be a good arm as far as giving cover to 


building an anti-Castro force under the guise of being 
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revolutionaries in another country and raising the 
banner of a new revolution and then, at a later dete 
because we had discussed this. T mean, W ire in the 
same cell together, not very happy, in Cuba 
"Ne had even ovenly discussed that at one point 
in time in operations they said’ possibly in Guatemala 


or Yionduras, and I insisted it haa te 
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Nicaragua itself, in the Segovius, in the meuntéins 
that they raise ‘the banner of Castro ‘etraying the 
revolution and using this as a Cevice to bring all 


of the Castro followers tha 


c 
= 
m 
te? 
@ 


isenchanted would 


make their way there. 


The president of Honduras at that time had giver 


—-* 


sSafe-conduct sanctuary and aided anc ahetted these 


revolutionaries considerably in the past throuchout 
1955 - '59 and '649. The president of Noncuras at 


that time was of the same mine. THO 2 nTOrmat lor chat 


was given to me, that he was of the same mind that 


ped 


Castro had betrayed the revolution and that 


t! something 


had to be done about it. 
I falt that as I had accuired cortai 
Srills that should I present this nachknue 


agency of the U. S$. government, then 
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been on the real estate that is being discussed. 


Now, this is what I @did at a Jater asta WLEn 


CIR in California, but this was a case where T felt 
that evan though word had reached us in Cuba that 
Somosa and the Guatemalan government wera ackiveiy 
supporting the interests of the former Mat testa: ane 
some diseffected former rebels as far as giving ther 


trainine sites and what have vou, wnese wers SEA 


in the planning, discussion stages, as Fur aS We 
determined when I was still in Cuba, that they hada 


activated these sites or what have vou. 
“he fact is that one of the things Che Cuevrra 
was interested in is that if he cave susnort to the 


hoys in ¢ 


O 


sta Rica and Honduras that wore Fighting 
Somosa and the qrouns that were onerating in Moxico 
against Guatemala and vice versa, that they wovld 
supply Cuba Tntelligence as to what tac Gusanos wore 
doing, what the counter-revolutionaries were doing, 
and they did. 

Mr. Triplett. Now, getting back to this period 
of time, what role, if any, did you play in the 
preparation for the Bay of Pigs invasion? 


Tne Witness. None whatsoever. 


Mr. Trinlett. “Were you aware that that activity 


was going on? 
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1 | The Witness. I was aware of most of what was 
| 
| Going on. | 
! 
. 3 ~ ae i 
a Mir. Triplett. Were you ever approached to assist | 
3 in the preparations? 
4 
> | ™he Witness. Mo. When I was still in California 
ee | = i 
oa 
i 
a | in February of '61, I had gone back into parachuting | 
wi 
e 71 and in fact, gave some parachute ins tureectons: to: a 
2. | | 
= g | few people that I felt would he handy to have in | 
i 
~ | | 
a AS central America at a later date. | 
~ 
= { 
~ 10 | I had established contact with some animal 
S&S i] 
= ‘ 
g { 7-40 fond : - + 4 f > ~ 7 fa aly 4 
= At transporters, transporters of tropicas tis anc 
se | 
au { ; 1 
> 49 | animals from the Amazon and with a staging base in 
: 
tc 
= \ . ees : * : . 
= i941 British MNonduras. At this point in time, I got es on a | 
= i | 
“ae \ 3 * LY 
= ts | through some of my sources that things were rapidly | 
om 9 : . ne ed 
& js | warming up in Guatemala and “licaragua. | 
‘\ 
= ! 
~ a . hd - bn) $ 
= bs Through one of my relatives, T had founc about | 
oe te Ratolayo, the construction company that recid the | 
5 A i « ° e -~ * 
= 8 | air strip, was affiliated with one of monk -- with | 
~ | 
a | 
= one of my uncle's enterprises in California, and fac | 
~~ 
2 | 
S$ 720i a fairly gooc description of what vas going on; if 
1 
A t 
see oe ; not from the Nazarene sources, I was getting informcztion 
eae i . 
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from the construction people and others that had be 


down to Guatemala and were asked to come back anc som: 


eae wees ee O08 Gea Sree 


im: 
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' aviation people I was running into. 


The animal transporters were quite aware of sc 
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| activities that were going on in central America in 


\ 
4 e s a a e 
- | preparation for the Say of Pigs. So at this point 
3 | in time, I contacted the reporter for the Los Angeics 
‘ 
| 
+i) Times and almost simultaneous, they had apyroached 
! 
“ | 
by 5 the agency for permission to do a story on the camps. 
‘ \ 
“ = ; Ved nas Saft 
wu «6 | The agency had told them: "You can go tO tiiami ant 
- | 
i 7 | talk to some of the people there. It is fairly overt 
es gil 
= there. 
~ i 
5 
oS” | Maturally, the LA Times people thoeugnt I was an 
c 
- od n £ 
= | emissary from the CIA or what have you. 4 +ewW Cavs 
c | 
= i i later I flew out with this reporter to lilami and toot 
rv? { . 
oe oe — 
Zo fl him arouné to the principals of the non-agency 
ee \ 
= Ki 
ec * H operations ana then put him in touch with some of 
‘i the agency people. 
4g) 
P 1! A ‘ 
= 7-4 Mr. Triplett. Who was the reportcr? 
© 4 a. 
2 jee 
, % | The Witness. (No response.) 
n 17 | : ‘ 2 , ae. a 
: Mr. Trinlett. Was it Jarry Schilier? 
UE | 
cig! , a aes 
rs | The Witness. “No, no. Gene -- he had just gone 
i“@} 
= 19 tf 
~ throuch a parachute course with the same neeple FT was 
= na 
Sa 


| working with in Fl Sonor. te is dead nor. 
t 
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re 
wine ! In fact, he did a series of storics. ‘le was 
#> y as | 
Uys y o- e ee? e 
wN here in Miami for a week, and he had te yo hack to 
23 I e . El oe s 
| California. So he asked me to finish some of the 
26 | : er 
| interviews and rather jokingly, I cranked cut three 
A 
g< 1 


. 





{ or four of the stories. It was done in a serics, and 
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I was shocked to get the galleys back. They did 


it exactly as I had done it. TI aid it jokingly. 


ag 


vi 


aid “exclusive” and what have you. Tf was reallv 
mulling the quy's leg. 

"TE you want information, here is the information 
if vov can use it," and they, inadvertently, I guess 
did three of the stories. They Cid not use my name, 
but it was material that I had procuced. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


During the spring of 1961, were involved 


Vy 
O 
fa 


in the organization of the Soldier of Fortune groun? 
The Witness. Yes. 


ir. Trinlett. Who else was involved? 


I had an encounter, over the telephone, with a couple 
of the CIA neople at the station. 

Mx. Triplett. Who would that have been? 

The Witness. Well, one called himself Nank. f 
later @etermined it was Manny Chavez. Calied himsel! 
Hank. Another one, T believe, prohehly was 
J. Glycoft, (shonetic) » dustin Gly cof?T Rut I was 


rather bitter because the Nicaraguans 


4 
ood 
ie 
th 
(rt 
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be | 
| 
os 
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had begged me to get them out. 
I had given CIA all the names of the pilots who 


would defect if you just -- just one phone call. 
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Iosaic: "I do not even have to go back on the 


They had asked if T would make wynelf availeahtl 
to he reinserted back into Cnba in latnm 1°59 
turnec them down. 

Mario “Zuni there, when he flew the ®-?26 out, 
told a story of how he was a defecting vsilot 
Alfaro Carlow, (nhenetic), who was a Nicaraquan 
captain, and Pedro Yoa, (phonetic), another Nicarac 
captain, were involved. They chickencé ovt the 1 
minute. And, how he strafece their olancs at 
San Antonio, and all this kind of business. Voa 


we 


was killed at the Ray of Pics. Ne is the one that 


Sank the Wuston. 
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He was the guy that begged me to get him cut of 


Cuba. We did not like Communists. He was completely 


dissatisfied, and I had pointedly asked these quys to 


stay in country, that there was a wossibility -- and 


we were fairly open in our conversations 


ns 
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we left Cuba as to what might be transpiring; that 


ay " we might find ourselves goina against Castro. 
wy & an 4 


My. Triplett. My question was approximately ; 


in April of 1961, did you organize a group, and who -- 


The Witness. (Interposing) "ell, a grouse had 


already been organized by Masferrer. 2 group was 
te ne i AOD BR mmo ee fe re ae tg at, Sere eT : om 
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a organized by a guy by the name of Georce Tanner; | 
| 
2 7 pa hed “~ Y 
+! various motley crews that were around, and an Amorican | 
3} tht had bee in Cuba before. | 
| 
i] 
mi [Dd Colby had come down From New York and was 
I 
| 
= *i| staying with me. Jimmy Gentry had an apartment house 
' | 
“a (66 in the southwest. I think Colby advised me that there 
™ : . 
cS 7 | was a couple of groups that had training camps, or | 
& ” . 
= 4 | what have you, and we should take a look at then. 
‘ 
59 | Then, I think I met with these people, oh prodably a ' 
c { 
e ¢ : . | 
= iG | week or so after the Bay of Pigs as they were | 
= 
= 4a re eee 
= ‘' i staggering and straggling arounc Milani. | 
uw ‘ I 
So ft . 
| One thing led to another. One group was mergec } 
es u 
~ ! 
fom 4 ' 4 ; . : ' 
a 13 f With another and this and that. Toe leadership | 
h i ' 
= Ta i ; | 
a! 1 changed and suddenly, I found myself responsible for 
! 
ra ‘ 
pes ea eka ae . % ‘ 
= ‘- i a bunch of people living out in the Everclaces. Tf 
ee ae : 7 ! 
ae | had not organized them. They had Seen there. Thev ; 
= ‘ 
rn ae ; - 
: " were there already. Some of them were remnants of 
be { ‘ 
= 18 | ‘ . -_ A a) : 
= | Masferrer's organization, remnants cf Prank Sturgis", 
“i H j 
= “ers 
_ ti 4 . . . . . 
e 1 Frank Fiorini's organization. 
Say | 
OO: | Mrs Triplett, Were vou-anvolved with Dick: Watley { 
a1 4 
| 


at that time? 
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22 ! e e ° - k 
4 The Witness. This is where I encountered Yatley 

12 | 
| in the Everglades in a previouslv-organized camp. 
it ; 

22 | , , 
; Nr. Triplett. How about Stan Augustinovich? 

25 | 
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The Witness. Not even a familiar name. 
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Mr, Triovlett. Did you know at that time a 
2 S ahia ei “orc Llot by the name of 
Czechoslovatian Air Force pilot by t! fe t 
Bill Beck? 
The Witness. Yes. Karel Kmech, calling timseif 


Marl Wovak. 
Karel is M-a-r-e-l. Momoch is “Nem-o-ce-h. 
Mr. Triplett. During that periog of time when 


you found yourself, you say, in charge of this 


ae 


rou 


NI 


in the Everglades, did you proceed to train them 


The Witness. Well, there was no funding. The 
only thing I attempted to do at that time was to 
Saoeonek the independent Cuban organizations that I 
had reestablished contact with and off 
of these people. With the demoralizati 


pay of Pi. 


uw 


Ss and the whole business, they were not 


actually sure of which way to qa, so thero was no 


Support forthcoming from the Cubans, and I think in 


very short order, I had to pull these people out of 
the Everglades. 

I think one of them said that thov had 
a boarding house in the past and some of th 


—~ 


could stay there. Some woulc stay in the Glades 


some would stay in the boarding house. 


Mr. Triplett. Are you talkine about the 
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Crickell Street Safe-Nouse? 


he Witness. No. This is over on Third & 


Nellie Wamilton's boarding hou 


tnd 
> 


se, otherwisa Known as 


Mother NWubbard's Cupboard. 


I think I myself stayed there For twa weeks 


~ = 


or ten days or three weeks at the outsice. 


= 


The FBI came around -- I ha@ 


uJ J. 


touch with the FRI prior to the Pav of P 


the Agency, when there was -- the last communication 


with the Agency was when I -- before the Bay of Pigs 


in March, I communicated with tho case officer in 


TOS Angeles for operations -- 


Mi TLL pLett. (Interposing) Now, when you 


refer to the Agency, you mean the CIA? 


The Witness, The CIA. 


I advised them that I was acevirine extensive 


information on the preparations for sane tyne of achion 


against Cuba. Now, under FOI, I 


of those cables, so I see what 


a 
2. 

The people in Los Angeles in domestic contact 
service sent high priority thine, Saving: "So and so 


Says tnat things. are not going wrong. “e want a 


contact for him in Miami." 


~ a, 
vttd 
Then, as the cables went back and Forth: Mi } 87 
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Says: "Nonsense, forget about it. Ne de not neod 


i) 


any information," blah, blah, blah. 


So over the ‘phone, I was advised hy the Agency 


ga 


a CIA man in California -- I had qone through two casa 


A 

z= ° 

a ° officers there -- that no contact was FOrENCOnNS TG. 

i] 

a Well, another disturbing thing at the time was 

a & 

eh the guy that had invited me to stay with him in 

~ 8 i s e e e 

= " Miaml, James Gentry, was actively working as a Castro 
mw 

} 5 +4 i s e e  , ° 

= agent here in Miami and had been visited by the Bureau 
i) 

= ” | On numerous occasions. 

Ee | | 

= i found he was in close rapport with more than 

wi 

“ 


one active exile individual that later turned out ¢ 
be people working with mob-oriented activities. 


Sanchez Arango's group, specifically. 
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I found out from Gentryv's wife who the CIA, or 
Is - nT 2] . 
3 | the PRI agent was, so I contacted him. 
= 
P | Mr. Triplett. Who was that? 
5 
So: 38 : : 
= | Tne Witness. That was James O'Connoc. 
wi 
- IF | . a ; ee 
~ I set up a meeting with O'Connor enc explained 
e 
Ss 3 | 
| Who IT was, where I was from and what it wes i). adcuc 
47 
e! ! 


and that I would have to concur With him that Centry 


i 


was ln contact with Cuban government cfficials and 


Was aiding and abetting certain thin 
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Mr. Triplett. At that time, were You receiving 
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» Money, either from the Agency or the Bureau? 
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The Witness. Never received anything from any 
agency other than money for ‘phones calls covering 
"phone call expenses. 

Mr. Triplett. You say the first time you met 


Dick Natley was during the Everglades after the 


The Witness. That would have been May of 19¢1. 

Mr. Triplett. What was the extent of your 
association with Watley? 

The Witness. It continued on until -- the last 
time I saw hin was 1972. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you know where he 1s locatec 
now? 

The Nitness. As far as I Know, he has some 
affiliation with DEA and works out of the Neys, near 
Key West. 

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your 
association with Dick Natley at that time? 

The Witness. Watley was more or less an 
indevendent operator, formers special forces veteran. 
3 suspected almost on the first meeting that he was 
the penetrator of the particular grceup. 


Mr. Triplett. On behalf of? 


The Witness. Militarv Intelligence rather than 
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Ne expressed extensive knowleadce cf 


4 
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9 
bint 


just recent 


activities with Sturgis and how they had been to 


meetings with Perez Jiminez, peorie Gver 


Fontainbleau, Normy Rothman, and over a certain period 


use 


at tne 


of time -- not volunteering the information, 


just comments back and forth at odé times 
what had transpired with Sturgis and what 
operation he had, and what have you. 


This was & case of my finding 


veteran putting up with a rag-tag type business 


persisting at it. This would be nv first 
would be a penctrator. 
Mr. Triplett. Was WNatley werkine in 
The Witness. Yes. 
Mr. Triplett. These meetings that 4% 


Le 


right-hand man. “here Howard Davis woule 


that would pop in and out, Sturgis would usually 


Watley with him to give the latest militar 


and the Special Forces expertise in these 


4 have 
y yargon 
meatines. 


Mr. Triplett. Was Watley associated with the 


Interpen organization? 


The Witness. This is a nane that Rom 


wanted to write a story kind of confr 
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the situation that Metro Intellicence, 


Sergeant Fd Klode, (phonetic), Art Leonard and 
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Gieutenant Frank Kappel, being under pressures that 
an independent organization was cauSing turmoil; 
CIA and the Bureau had approached them to use muscle 


to curtail some of our activities anc Ponafece wae 
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naturally notified. 
3 I believe, since then, he has bean Found to be 
l 
gS one of the CIA operatives on the press payroll like 
c : 
‘ 
= ic some of the others. We was, I think, trying to do en | 
F | 
So 
Sty expose and it backfired on him, an Expose of this | 
= | 
= | : 
~ 12 group, because we are right in the mechanism of | 
i 
pan 7 e * ° . I 
ea 3) getting active with groups that had just been taken 
= . : 
“it | off the CIA payroll, that were just left with their 
a i ey ea . om 6 na 7 C4 » jyuse Oued wrt CNOA LL | 
fo | 
= t i 
e 1s ; equipment, their boats and nothing to do. Here was i 
= | 
ag ae | 
= 43 | this group of free lance adventurers in thare stirring | 
~ 
' : 
7 7 , them up. I think Bonafede's effort was ta contribute | 
5 ! ! 
= ‘8 to an expose to show that these rag-tac vyacrant 
| | 
=>. 48°) ‘ ‘ 
B | type Soldiers of Fortune, as the PRT would classify 
e 
-9 | ‘ . 
= 20 f us continuously, were troublemakers ocr this or that 
ud 
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One thing led to another, and that was the lact 
a 
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publicity we had for about two years. 
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. | Mr. Triplett. What was the rolationship of your 
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| Group, which. I referred to as Interpen, and Sturgis' 
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| organization, the International Anti-Communist Pricads? 
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What was the relationshin? 


The Witness. Well, I think Robhy Willis 


characterized Sturgis' organization as frank, 
Diaz Lanz, Marcos, Larry De Josenh and his Waitian 
wife. That was the Brigade with Bucky Buchanan -- 


Gerry Buchanan and a few others drifting in ane@ out 


at odd times. Their characterization was Sturgis 
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was trying to either inform on us or or co-oped cur 


activities with Cuban groups and attempt to merge his 
business with our business, which started one day auc 
ended that afternoon. 


Mr. Trivlett. All. riehe. 


Iothink this might be a qood point to co to : 


lanl, 


We still have a lot of area to cover. So can we keep 


it very close to one hour. 
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The Witness. Yes. 
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(Thereupon, at 1:15 p.m., the committee adjourned 


to reconvene at 2:15 p.m. the same day.) 
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AFTER SESSION 


(The meeting reconvened at 2:15 pen 


William uN. Triplett, Esquire, staff counsei, 


talking about camps in the Everglades 
peopi¢c involved there, traininug camps 


that is where you first met Richard ¥ 


‘ 
7a cea y s 


Was loward Davis involved in that training canvyy 


Mr. Tranplett. I belicve befure lunch we 


co) 


. You mentioned 


The Nitness. Ue was not out in the Mverglades 


at the time. Ile confined his activities to meetings 


id 


in the city. Ne was even hesitant to approach some 


of the previous contacts used hy Sturgis. 


Mr. Triplett. To your knowledoe, was Howard 


affiliated with any Intelligence agene 

The Witness. Well, he was on some type 
Stipend that supposedly was from hepatitis 
Korean war and what have you. tT alveys as su 
reporting to somebody. He is quite a 
moreso than Watley. 

Mr. Triplett. Was Alexander Rorke 
with that training camp? 

Tne Witness. Mo. 


Mrs “Triplet. Now, througnout the rest 


year, 19¢1 and 1962, what were vour svecific 


The Witness. 
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We qot in touch with them and 


bee 
fe tibe 


set un some training camps with t! 


Reserve, March Air Foree base, 


situation was in Miami and this 
I asked him to go ahead and get. 
napers for signing up with the Agenc:. 


given up on any other type of activity. 
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Shortly thereafter, CIA , Yunt and ather people | 
tried to co-op these people and get them away from | 
uS. They succeeded in that. This was | 
t 

Carlos Rodriguez Quesada's group, somewhat cf 4 | 
nolitician here now. | 
They succeeded, so by January, we kind of folded | 

| 

our tent as’ far as 30th of November, anc fT traveled 
! 

to California. 
| 

Mr. Triplett. This is January of? | 

. | 

The Witness. 1962. | 

e J e “~ | 

Mr. Triplett. What did vou do in California? 

! 

e e e | 

The Witness. Well, I aot hack an touch with a | 

| 

CIA case officer there. | 
' 

| 

MY. TrErpLlete Who was that? | 

The Witness. Bill Pancburn. The first one was 

' 

s s e ° ' 

Paul NWendrickson, lives un in Washington now. mip i 
second case officer was Bill Panghurn of Air Force 





yo 
oN 


the 


ae ee ea oe 


| 
2 
4 
= 
w 
z 5 
oo 
i] 
“ 6 
P teed 
mM ' 
e 
= 7 
—_ 
a 
= 3 
iy 
~ 
cd S 
c 
= 10 
= 
~ 
eS 
= Ha | 
3 
a. lee 
oa 
whe 
noe 
c 13 
— 
= 14 
x 
aa 
& 1s 
i -— 
Sc 
= 16 
“a 7 
ae 
Pa ta 
eS. 6 
ra 
wi 
— - 
= 19 
~ 
e 3 
e 
te | 20 
a 
eat ae 
J a 
Fra? 22 
a2 
2¢ 
25 





es = 


ST 


ee 
me ae ee 
Se ot 


———ere 


Se 
= 


——— ee 


oo a ee 


Billings of Life, some Naitians and a few other thincs. 


a) 
¥, 


the Agency? 
The Witness, 


and the whole thing. I filled them out and 


into the proper people. 


As I determined later, FOA, I was routed back 


down to clandestine services, and thev said they 


not have a slot for me because I had rubbed some of 


their people the wrong way. 


Mr. Triplett. Well, was it your impression 


at that time, henceforth, you were working for or 


associated with the CIA? 
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The Witness. No. 


I got the letter back a month or tyvo later 


was no poSition at that time and I by then had 


traveled back to Miami and was working with peonle 


Tike Sam Benton and sone of these other 


Carly '62 


Benton wanted us to help out some of 
in raising some money by causing their 


disappear. Rather than Cisappear with 


yacnts, we used it to head for No-Namo Rey and set 


up a camp there. 


About this time, we were working close with 


Ye fully established the No-Name Key thing that 
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They gave me the application forms 


sent them 


Once I got word that there was 


that th 


Sunnmer. 
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Rt this point in time, through @ Gionist, by 
the name of Theodore Rakusin, an accountant in 


New York, we had been put in touch with people like 
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Oe 


Charlie Bartlett, the guy that introcuced Jackie to 


fe 
eel SS 


’ JFK, a newsman in Washington, 0.C. "Ne had put wus 
3 i 
¥ in touch with Sidney Nillman, who was the first 
# 
¢ | : 
| Secretary of Defense, labor leader, and what have you, 
| 
10 | , 
| the guy that worked later with Truman. Then, later, 
| | s * s ° 
i eStablished a liaison with Truman. 
13 | * a * . 7 , 
| At this noint in time, we also cemented our 
13 | 


aa Nw 


relationship with political figures in this 
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the Governor's office, Governor Tarris Bryan 


i ne re ee re ES A SE T_T - ao eres eS me eww oe a 
j ~ wee ow 
ee ee ee ie: ee ee ee ee oe 


RELORTORS BUILDING, WASITUGTON, N.C. 2924 (202) S5"-23945 


re ih oar 
1 : . e a ° 
They were quite fed up with what was happenings 
ig}, ’ ; at oats 
E : vis-a-vis Washington and Cuba, anc they saw no other 
wn 17 | l 
2 } recourse but to get involved themselves, to the 
Stet ! 
bas ‘ 
e . | 
= | point that the Governor was soins to back us fully. 
| 
EF | | ! 
= | Mr. Triplett. You say "we cementeé our relationc."! 
S29 | 
= =? Who are you referring to besides yourself? 
at | | | 
OE The Witness. Points of contact primarily being ! 
O t 
Sed 22 3 ; : i 
ae | toward Davis and myself. 
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t Mr. Triplett. All right. ) 
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The Witness. To lobby the situation. We wers 
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getting feedback from our sources th 
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Dy this time were already working with Tony ONvesta 
and nis boys. They had left the suhchaser. 
debriefing o-: 


the 


everybody on standby, mission failures 
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running into endless number of -- Rtiqua, Terrerra 
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and Fonseca, I brought out of the Guantanamo Naval 
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Base. 


Everybody we were running into who were the 
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1 : 
“" | top people, always considered the top neonle by the 
Agency people, were divorcing themselves from the 
13 i ry - e Mi be M 
h «agency and telling us what hac been nyoino on. 
: -' ~~ 
7 
We felt, well, this is now the time to gat this 
15 { inf ae . 2 : j 
w in Crmation together and go up to Washington through 
13 | 


lobbyist techniques and talk. I had already met 
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Congressnan Russelot through my uncles in California 


and had conversations with him. Throuch him 
number of other people and we hac quiec 


& an extensive 


network of people, of influence. We felt 
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necesfarily promoting ourselves. .Wa felt 

we could hardly promote a small cad 

except on the basis that this is the nucleus of an 

effort te ‘control, internal. strife on the island... -Tot 
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Mr. Triplett. You mentioned this was assentislly 
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Was Bick Watley involved also at that time? 
The Witness. Yes. All cf the neoonle ware stil 
there. Some of the ex-Army officers and what hb 


you, had drifted away due to the rigors of the 


ALC, 
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husiness, low profile, lack ef sunport and what have 


YOU. 


The rigerous nature was not conanrivne to 
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The Witness. Well, we had - stinend from 
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Perez Jiminez. Credit was set up for us to purchase 


eroceries through a wholesaler. : 
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: Mr. Triplett. Were those his personal funds, or 
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was he a conduit for somebody else? ray 
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The Witness. Well, as far as we know, 


Signing the checks. 


he was 


The only other sources were through some of the 


Cubans. We collected the refugee Food that they 


not want or need, stuff that -- we got it by the to: 


Cic 


from these people, especially corn meal. They just 


never used corn meal so we ended up with 
of corn meal. 
We had other people. We had a beer dis 
supplied until he was warned away by customs 
We had a number of people that supplied 
funds and what have you; trying to keep 
legal as possible, giving of food 
c 


of the prime sources for weapons acguisi 


Mey Triplete. wWhen.cid you Tiree’ neot 
Richard Lockie? be trie 


t beaks 


The Witness. Lockley, 


Mr. Priplett. Are you talking ahout Robert 


The Witness. Right. 
He had done stories on 


and those people. 


a few 


SOIR. 
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Lockley and Robert Dupu 


tons 


VTS utter 
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Ne was always keeping his eye out 


we met tnroush Bob Rrown. 
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for sources of equipment and sources of moral Supsort 


and financial support. 


Lockley, we encountered early in 'C63. 
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How close was the association of 
Lockley with your group? 
The Witness. Well, Lockley was by that time an 
independent operator. He had brohen fron Dupuis, 
kept a small group around himself as far as these 


ex-minute men, but he had always been the prime 


arsenal as far 


as the minute men were. 
ie always had the largest stock of weanons, 
and he could always acquire more. So our relationship 


was getting the weapons from Lochley, either by going 


Bet 


—_ 


up there and bringing them back or in couple 


casos, 


| he came down himself. 
| Mr. Triplett. You mean going to Illinois? 
The Witness. Yes; and taxing the customers uy 
y there. 
! 
| We would tack on twenty or thirty dollars on the 
| 
e ’ q Fad 
¥ price of a weapon. Ne was selling them for 400 percent 
’ i 
| less than anybody else and thev were first class 
| 1 
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i e e + e 4 1 
| weapons. We became his prime conduit. ; 
| | 
. F j 
| The other guy he was using was a customs informant | 
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by the name of Moreno. We intended te get him ava 


: : : : | | 
{ from Moreno and become his prime conduit. Tt was 
| i 
i thus we armec Alpha 66; Tony Questa's peonle and 
{ : 
| . b } . L e 2 . . . 
w apout a dozen other organizations with first class 
i 
i ; 
equipment. 
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Mir. Triplett. All right. 

Now, We are getting towards the end of 1962 

Dic you have occasion to go back to t 
Los Angeles area at the end of 'S2 or becinning of 


January, '63°? 


The Witness. Beginning of 'G 


lu) 


Mr. Triplett. I presume you stayed 


The “Witness. Yes My Father h rassad away 
in January. I was a little late for the funeral. 
We had been arrested in Marathon Decomber, '62. 7 
got permission from the Court to trzavel 
Mr. Triplett. Was that the MYo-Name Keay arres 


you are talking ahout? 


The Witness, 


“hat exactly were you @oing at “o-Yane OL? Tyee ce 


S. Ne were runnine a training sylla 
for a mixed group. At this voint in 


people had shown a definite interest in coilaborating 


us On inserting some of their personnel. 
‘Mr. Triplett. Wow, you are taiking 2 


Rolando Masferrer or Kiki? 
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The Witness. Mo. Rolanco Macf 
was a@ person that remained in the 


Mr. Triplett. About how many neople did crou 


have at No-Name Key at that time? 
The Witness. Americans, 
nineteen. Cubans, probably about twenty. 


Mr. Triplett. Can you give mea the names of 


those that you recall being thera? 


The Witness. Of the Americans, th 
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the Key, we were Raving to travel toe 


accuire food, equinment and what have you 


Antacned to the Key thinc, the “Mo-Na 
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Tame Key 
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business, there would be myself, “Yoware Navis, 
Richard Watley, James Arthur Lewis, Ronald Ponce do enn 
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Joseph Cavendish Gorman, 


William Sovmour, Lawrence be dt Ose ts a ae 


Ronald Pence de Leon. In thera for a chore HOTrLEd oF 


time was Dennis "Yarbor, otherwise “nan as the 
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Mr. Triplett. Was Tom Duncan | 
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The Witness. Tom Duncan 


in and out, doing 
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pictures and a couple of stories. Let us see 
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The Witness. Then there is Richare Watley anc 
Robert Willis, too. 


During August of '62, we had hecome aifiliated 


also with an organization that was headed bye: 
Major Felipe Vidal Santiago. At that time, he was 
On a loose retainer with both Naval Intelligence 
and CIA. te, having been Naval attache to Colombia 
and Venezuela and what hava you, haa é@éxtensiva 
contacts in Latin America and was seeking support 
from certain Latin American sovernments, one of 


wnich was Guatemala at that time. 


Ye had performed numerous insertion extractio: 


4 
_ 


Operations on the north and south coast of Cuba, woriin 


with minimum funding and what have you and having 
suffered no casualties, appeared to he one of the 
better operators in the business. 

One of cur people, Roy nhargraves, who is a 
NYo-Name Ney man, Roy Emory Nargravos, became quite 
attached to Vidal Santiago and his group. 

TI think in September, Vidal Santiago had done 
a number of trips from a Safe-house, a CIA 
that was run by one Edward Germaine, from his » 
residence or proprietary residence located next to 
the Radio America's antenna there on Marathon, 


transmitting station. fo 
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Vidal Santiago felt that there would be no 
Problem for us to use that as a departure and reentry 
point when we were prepared to do so. Once the crew 


On No-name became aware that there would be no 
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y as far as getting the green light, as it 
1s called, for one or more insertion operations, as 
long as bloke was no fire fight involvec, -- 

Mrs Triplett, (Interposing) L@¢ me interrupt 
for the purpose cf the record. 

Green light means official approval? 

The Witness. Deniable approval. At that point 
in time, the only law enforcement authority of any 
responsibility, being the customs agent in charge 
in Key West, Cesar Diostado. Diostada being given 
the word that the people departing and rea 
would not be carrying heavy automatic treanons; if 
they were carried, there would he one of each. 


If it was a BAR, one BAR, a light 39 


machine gun, 
one of gach. Then, Diostado anc custons would not 
get too excited about it. 


At 


ct 


his point in time, some of the Cubans falt 
that an American presence was required on the 
to activate more clandestine insertions of wv-< 

They were not sure of their security on the 


There were jealousies from the remnants of 
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underground and what have you, operators, and 


a~ oe) t 


the cooperating elements of Castro's militia and other 


higher ranking military had gotten to the point where 


woulc deal with nobody but an Amcrican in country. 


Well, I was not really anxious for that, 


ing what was waiting on the other enc, that unless 


we could guarantee a certain amount of fire yvower 


in 


country to start inserting Americans on the scans 
hecause they would cause more militia to be launchec 
in a sweep-and-destroy operation than anything 
else. 


Just American presence was enough to agitate 


into thinking 


Heine “CIA 


operation. We were 


Oo 
rh 


aware but some of the 


people got a little restless as to just 
training anc training Cubans and waving 


them and watching them go out and 


a get shot up, get 
capturec, disappear and what have vou. 
They wanted to participate on o little bit ef 


business on 


for that at that stage of the came. Getting 


guys that were not the most prof 
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Tony ®arba and Angus MeNair and a few ather clawnc 
that thought they could win the war in one weetenc. 
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One thing led to another. I was out-voted as 
to if I vetoed the operation, it was going te so. 
They were going to align themselves with 
recent group being trained and insert with them. 

Unfortunately, because of a souple of 


conversations between Joe Corman anc cna of the 


Other individuals as to what they thought of CIA in 


the prasence of Germaine's wifca, enueed Germaina's 
wife to ask Germaine if these were commany neonle. 

Shortly thereafter, CIA @ecided to notify 
customs that somebody was using their safe-hous 
without their permission. The arrest followed. 

Mr. Triplett. Was the arrest accomplished 
bersonally by Cesar Diostado? 

The Witness. It was under the command of 
Wallace Shanley, and Diostado was there. 

Hrs “CrVovece: uwOW many people Were arrested? 
wne Witness. Thirteen. 

tic. Triplett. Subsequent to that, what type 
of Court action was taken against vou? 
1@ Witness. The charges were dismissed. 

Mr. Triplett. Then you proceeded onto 
Los Angelés in January? 

Tne Witness. Right. 


Triplett. You stayed at vour family home 


’ q ° es 
ne Cen 


QU) VOSH “~UOT_AOVTTOD yAr ‘Adod sousADFOY pee 






ee EY Ee 
ee ree re ee es ae ee EE OE ND 


were me wees ee ee ee eee cee eee 


PIERS yt ee cg GOO 


] 
a 
vr 
3 
4 
4 
= e 
p= = 
at 
l 
a 6 
oa 
pa ’ 
~~ / 
+d 
= 3 
e 
™ 
3S 5 
fay 
= 19 
S 
ec 
or 
= '1 
= es 
u) 
s 
= 12 
ry 
=z 
= 13 
as 
= 14 
Py 
= 
e 13 
S 
im ols 
= 
n 17 
m 
= 18 
cn 
= iy 
od 
= ty 
e ? 
o 20 
7] 
ence 
SE 
brs aa 
u/S ae 
wv 
25 
2s 
ae 
ad 





ee ke ee ee we eres et rr renee ent 9 a = re 
eS aren a Se SS SS ————————— See 
eee ee a ee es eee ee es ee ee es ee ere me mae = 


oe ee ee ee ee eee eee 
SS A me Oe AO: 


in El Monte? 


The Witness. Right. 


Hr. Triplett, Prior to that, 9gvowins ub;. you 


lived in El Monte? 


The Witness. Yes. 


Mr. Triplett. Were 


Lawrence Nowarc had a home in Li Iionte at that time? 


The Witness. Oh, yes. 
No. He lived in Rivera, Pico, Rivera. 
Na later moved to South Ll Monte. 


ir. Triplett. Now, what, if anvthing, Gid you 


do in January, '63 with respect to your anti-Castre 


activities? 


The Witness. Nothing. 
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Mr. Triplett. Did you attend any meetings or -- 


The Witness. (Interposing) Wothing at all. 


Absolutely nothing. 


prior to encountering Loran Hall. A female re; 


£row 


Nes @raplett.s, db rights 


Was that the time -- 


Tic Witness. (Interposing) Well, this is just 


the Pasadena Star. I had been informed by 


members of my family that since 1961, this woman 


reporter had been very persistent inguiring of ny 


father and what have you, as to my activities 
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what have you. There were no tores forthcoming, 


so they deduced she was working For semebody. 


f 


On a recent occasion, just prier te my father' 


passi 


bn 


GS away, they had widened the street in front 


QO 


of his TV shop and a "No parking" Situation occurred. 


Ne assumed, well, she has got clout with 


weil 


Somebocy. She is working for somebody. Ne inquired 


Wr. Ad 2 Ai 
Jell, if you want to come around here anymore, Get 


The next day it was gone. She is from Pasadena 


and he is Alhambra, two different municipal 
Structures. So she did have some clout I x 
in -- 

Mes Dra plert. (Interposing) Let me interrupt. 

What was her name? 

The Witness. Oh, boy. T have it in che file 
She did do a strory for that newspaper. 

Mr. Triplett. So you could srovide the name -- 

The Witness. (Interposins) She was the one 


that referred Loran Nall to me and gave my adéress 
to him. 


Mr. Triplett: All riches 


But you could, at a later Gate, give that n 


our investigators? 


The Witness. Oh, yes. 
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see, I was not in Los Angeles the second day. | 

: ae : | 
A 'phone call was received at a place where I am not 
{ 

’ ally found i Om: - L : fringe 
normally found. It was this woman renorter ineuirine. | 


I thought it remarkable that she coulé aceuire this 
‘phone number because it was known to nohody. 

The next thing, somebody was knocking on mv 
door. Mv brother answered it. I was 
said that -- using this woman reperter's name. There 
was a cuy there saying his name was Toran Na 
he knew me and he wanted to see me. 

I knew exactly who it was, but the connection 
between Toran Nall of Cuba, 1959, and suadenly, this 
reporter who I have already determined to be some 
type of an agent working for somebody, that was 


quite an interestine stroke risht there; blew his 


Ne wanted to get back inte the revolution. Ne 


wanted to go to Miami and this and that and what 
have you. So I proceeded, in the next fou davs, te 
take him around the circuit of these Cwhann in the 


Los Angeles area. Dr. Tirso del Junco, and a 


others, self-styled anti-Communist, yeon 
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worked with Schwartz and all the other ric 
in the southern California arec. 


I took him through that circuit and introdcuceed 
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him with these veonle. 


I ‘new all these people to he infermants anvwnay, 


Mead ww? 
so I better just put this informant in touch wit! 


the other informants and get him off cf my hack. And, 


he was insisting on leaving his empl 
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for a Chevy dealership in Pasadena over on Crean Str 


and he wanted to go to Miami 
Iosaid: “Well, good." I was going to fly bach, 

but now I could take some equipment back. I 

figurec, well, he is working for the man out here, 


local law enforcement. We will be busted about two 


i 


blocks from my house. So I will cause him to believe 


we have Fully automatic weapons and what hav vou in 
the vehicle. They will not be there, and when we are 
stoppec, it is all over and let us get oa: 


and go. They have blown it. But if ve proc 


father than that, then he is Obviously working Jor 


sone foderal agency. 


SO we traveled. In routc, 2 SEOs i 


oe ed 


fir. Yriplett. Let me interruyt anc backtrauc a 
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| Mr. Triplett. How had you met Bich Nathcock? 
aay 
| ane Vartness. Through “atley in C2. 
a Ere TEVPiett. Richard “atie.? 
: 5 | The Witness. Right. 
S | 
~ ' 
: i} . mf * 
A é | MY e TEL 1eek. TO your Hncwlodce, was MNatncodc: 
wi 
-~ 4 ° . - 
= "| an ole frienc or acquaintance of Richard “tatlewv? 
~™ 
— 
a Tne Witness. Oh, ves. 
c 2 i * 
i= 
~ | 
: 5 | ir. Triplett. All right. 
c ase hd 3 e 
- 19 | Tow did 1t come about that vou pawned the rifle? 
S | 
. i ‘ - . 
& ry! Tne Witness. Well, I was short of funds ance 
- + : 
= j 
0) | ‘ . ‘ . . a 
= 1, | leery also of having my equipment seized two blocks 
2 
17 | from the house, so I decided to leave it in safe 
~ | 


hands. That was my Jotnson rifle, and I think some 


other weapon. 
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e < In one case, an individual that hac been in our 
214 training camp in '61 went to California ané caused nm: 
a) uy - J 
wig " } 
Sree : 
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24 with a couple dozen weapons fron my storehouse. 
! 
ae SO I was reluctant to leave any Of my equipment in 
f 
#3. California, especially my Johnson with the scope on it. i 
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@a minimal couple of dollars fror hin. 


I decided I would leave it with 


Tathecoect and tare 


Then if we 


were arrested a couple blocks away 7 


Ewayv, DT would not lose 


MY we apon. 


you 


fir. Triplett. That was a Dushnell 
The “Witness, Right. 


i4ay, Triplett. All Freche, 


The Witness. A Camera, I beliava Vail ha 


Camera and some golf cluhs. 


mr. Priplett. How nuch Money Gid vou reecive 
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pawning the rifle? 


and 


the 


5S One 


1Ouxrs, 
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ress there in 


Tae NLEWESs. Tt Cheney Lt was: Soe 
Tall got seventy-five or a hundree 
camera and the golf clubs. 

Mr. Triplett. Alj ELON. 

Then you departed fos Angeles? 
Tne Nitness. In his vehicle. 

Mr. Triplett. Where dic you vo? 


The Witness. We routed through Tucson. 7 


‘phone calls, contacted som= peoente in Tucson 


was interested in talline with 


Save an interview to tha 


“il Paso, met with Some cGther poonle. 
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Then from Nl Paso, directly to Dallas. 


Congressman Russelot hac advised me it would net 


be a bad idea to see Bob Morris in Dallas at the 
Adolvhus Towers. 


Mr. Triplett. What was the purpose for sesine 


The Witness. To solicit support and seme 
political contacts for lobbying the effort. 

Mr. Triplett. Now, you are speaking of 
Robert Norris, the attorney? 

SiG Witness. -Right. 


746 


My. Triglett. Now, to vour knowledge, was 


Robert Morris working with any gevernment Intollicon: 


dm oo dae! _ 


we me 


The "itness. Le WOULC Sea Heard =o. -2a, I eagles 


with him that one time, or I beliewn twies. "hen, vy 


made arrangements for me to meet with Lester Locue. 
My. Triplett. Was that the firect time vou me 
Tester Logue? 


Tao TWiness.. “Rigqn=. 


Mr. Triplett. Did cither Rohert Morris or 


—s 


ey) 


L Soma rea 


weHter Logue arrange for you to meet anvhody els 
Thea Witness. Let me thint: 


Seé, We hac contacts with other Teans in '62 






Triplett. When you say "we," do you mean 
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yourself anc Noward Davis? 
™ho Witness. And, Howard Navis. 


I ado not think Lester wes known ta 


ma" 
lo 


lL -EnAniS he was 2hat Pebruary of 


| 


TO your Knowledge, at that time, @id Tester Loc: 


know Noward Davis, or had he met hin? 
Tie Vitneess, - No: La: ROK En tle. 6c. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


Did Robert Morris or Lester Locue introduce you 


to anyhrody clse in Dallas? 

The Witness. We met a number of prople. ‘ot 
at this time. With Loran Nall. I met -- with 
Loran Wall in the backaround -- most of the time T 
am Jeaving Hall in the car, not even in the position 


wnere he can tel] what address I am goiny to. JT thi 


pecause we were going to go to another meeting and stay 


Ld 


Overnight in Dallas, wo stayed at one of Sturais' 
buddy's place in Dallas. 

Mr. Triplett. Was that Wally Nelch? 

The Witness. Wally Welch. 

then I cecided it would be interesting for 


Logue to know who Wall was, given the warning that i 


ee 


rc 


the guy ever came back on his own, then he is workine 


for somebody. 


ares “714% 4 
By Se es Tae Ay ae BE ed OS 
Scie SEAL es ea ees ed Sere aor a 








’ ie 


Oe ee PRG 
° “ae 7° ee 
a Paces pete te 


1, (€€Z OU) VOSH su0TI>DETTOD YIP ‘AdoDd aoUaTOTOY ieieerscegrsthoa ec... 


we me wt mn we ee ee Oe mee ot ee 6 Oe Oe eh me me GS mn ees ee ee ee ee ne ES Se eee a Seems eo ee ee» er ee en ee es es Se ee oe 


me ee ee me ee ae ee ee ee 


| 300 ITH STREET, S.W. REPORTERS BUTELDING, WACHTUGTON, 0.C. 20024 (202) SS4-2345 


> 


da 


Qn 


™1 


—— 


2 






“st 


wo : oo thee . Btw ae Sewcee 2 ' iin 7 ty 
ap, °- ae cd AP. } % .- ~ » ‘ ee on 2 

Pam t. .¢ aL . ot . tl 2 4 

{. ao; ae oe * oe 

. 4 


Mr. Triplett. And, you did make that clear 
Lester Logue at that time? 

Tie Witness. Yes. 

tir. Triplett. On this trip, did you have occa 
to meet General Walker? 

The Witness. Yes. We met -- in fact, 
Wally Welch, Loran Ilall 
met with Nalker at his home twice. 


Mr. Triplett. Also on this trip to Dallas, 


tO 


e 
SOF; 


aid 
you make a newspaper interview? 
The Witness. Right. Dallas Tines ierald. 
I cid one with the Dallas Norning News and one 


with the Dallas Times Herald. One of the 
did the interview was the guy that got. I: 


on. 


iir. Triplett. Are you aware of Robert Morris 


having any association with CUSA? 

ane WLENCSs. ~ Mo, 

Mr. triplett. Did you ever subseguentl 
aware Of that? 

Tie Witness... Nox 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Now long was this stay in Dallas? 

The Witness. Probably three days. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 
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Then, when you left, where Gid you co from there? 
Tne Nitness. New Orleans. 


ibe EELpLlete. “What did sou co. whan vous ware 


rie Witness. I left Hall parked abcut 
away from a laundromat and contacted Frank 
Prancisco Bartes, and had a meeting with Luis Rabell 
and Prank Rartes. 
Mr. Triplett. You met both Rabeil and Partes 
at that time? 

The Witness. Right. 
ell, I had known them from before, from ' 
‘ir. Triplett. Yes. I mean, you met with then? 


The Witness. Right. 


MYe Deiytect. What was the Ciscussion about 2% 
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that meeting? 


n The Yitness. More or less what vas happcning in 
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= "4 . byt . ° * 1 5 . ’ 

= miami and what we intended to ce in the very near 

Lay 
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= (i future and the difficulties in -- I think the 
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e . - «© 8 ° 

= conversation went back to funding beings available fer 


some of their sources for a specific 4 
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Wr. Triplett. Did you qo visit anvbody else in 
{ 

22 | law Orleans? 
i : : 

Ze The “itness. Let us see. 
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i Larry LaBdorde. 
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you a discussion with 
Laforde at that time? 

The Witness. Probably about tan or fifteen 
Minutes. Me was involved in some kind of activa r 
that was keeping him busy and was not too much 
interested in what was happenine in Miami at that thins. 

ity. Triplett. To vour knowledce, was he alioned 
Or associated with any Intelligence agency? 

Tne Witness. CIA. 

Mr. Triplett. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

fir. Triplett. On the record. 

When and where did you first meet Larry Lanord.t 

Tie Witness. That was at a safe-house operated hy 
Tonv Queste, Ramon Tont off of Northwasat UMN Cy SS arenes 
Avenue and Thirteenth Strect. 

Mx. Trinletk. Would that be here in ‘tLapi? 

The Witness. In Miami, Florida. 

That would have been PEBTNALY) LOG? 

Mes TEL TStty. <Did vou frequently associate with 
Larry Laborde? 

“he Witness. Continuously until missile CYvisis, 

October of '62, 
Mr. Triplett. What was the purpose of your 
association with LaBorde? 
be ena 
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Maes Apia se Ladorde fancies himeelf 


furtleplown CIA onerator. Even thouch Ac hac heen ar 


encineer on hoard the Tahana, (nhonetic), th 


sSubchaser, he felt that if he was abla to orcanize 


his operation, then he woule acauire the green light 


in financing from his agency colleacues. 
Myo SYEpP lett. Going. beck a. le2b)e bi 


Michard Nathcock, when and where did you Fi 


Tae ViLeness.< “That: would be caviar, x 


nollytrood, California. 


Mr. Triplett. How @id you hanonen to nm 


animals, ha@ worked for an individual that 


ArN . 
Ye. 2n 
u t 
eet Aim? 
| 
228s WEES: 


animal compound, titled "Nature's Mayen", anf in 


tne precess of working with the film 
mot quite a few people, among then Picker? 
who ran @ tradcine vost on Nollerweoe Msuleve 


. 


1299 block of Nollywood Roulevard that was 


a Aancout of moembers of the Explorers! Club 


Adventurers! Club, peovle who I had hecome 


rein tho 
infraqucnti: 
and the 


acquainte? 


with subsequent to my leaving Cuba and arriving in 


Los Angeles, 


Triplett. So you are saying that 
: “ * : ey 5. - _ coe sek ”y Be * gre: i P *5 
. : . x wc . at ~ oa 
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introduced you to Hathcock? 
The Witness. Hathcock. 


Mr, Griplett. That would indicate te vou that 


uw > -— 
Sie 


* | “atley had a prior knowledge or association with 
t 
7 | 
= Sj Wathcock? 
' | 
a : 
“ ‘| The Witness. Right. 
= : ’ 
i=] a . e RS) ° 
~ r| ‘Ixy. Triplett. Did you have occasion to meet 
= 8 i - 1 ? * 
<¢ | Nathcock's associate, Roy Payne? 
~ 
| 
u 5 | The Witness. Right. 
c | 
z 10 | Nr. Triplett. Was he there at the time when you 
E | 
= 1 < a 
= | pawned the rifle? 
=~ 
= 14 eye . 
fe 208 WLtCAeSssy- PRiqwe. 
ts , 
are | 
eq fF | viz. Triplett. Now, what is your hnowledae of 
= i 
Sal 
= ta | th a . ' 7 e . . hh Be ee coy 
2 | Roy Payne's activities at that tine? 
en: 
= zi ‘ 4 m : . 
S ls The Witness. Roy Payne worked, cescribed by 
~ j 
= Is | Nathneock and then later himself, as « fivorce 
~ | 
wn V7 «a e e e . iJ LZ 
. | Specialist, what have you, in Civoree ynvestigations 
ES aes 
-_ . | and bondsman and in apprehension cf sonc=jumpors 
n 4 
= 1s ; ‘ ‘ 
= | and a person that ha@ close connection with certain 
= 36) 4 
a | mod figures on the west coast. 
aa ; 
‘ f ye - ° + = 
Se Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, did Poy Payne 
rd ' 


TR “ 4 have any connection with Dino Cellini? 





| The Vitness. He dated his sister. 
24 i 
| Mx. Triplett. Dino's sister? 
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7 
“ The Witness. Maria. inlay 449 
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I | Hr... Triplett. Did he co any orofessional wort, 
25 to vVour Knowledce, for Dino Cellini? 
s 7 ~ * % » ad { 
| One Wazatness. Never aGupiored Lt. The Last tise 
| , 7 : | : 
+i} I saw him was in 1967 at the heigth of the Garrison : 
> | ; vy 27 
a = thing. He was quite nervous. ‘Je referredé to 
: | 
a 66 Maria Cellini and certain events that I could not | 
‘ . 
~ , ° . e 7 .) ? 
~ 7 tié ianto anything as having realiv uoset him. 
a | 
= 1 e q e -= #8 a] ome °. : 
=e 3: Ne was in Aiding. People were alter him and 
~ 1 ’ 
¢ ‘9 what have vou. ‘le had been questioned by the 
ce j 
= Wh warren Commission people ané was quite upset at my 
S | | 
{ 
2 4! 
- | presence there. 
0 i i 
“a, ’ 
is 2 | Mie UPLaloee. At your presences in Mev Orleans? 
c i 
=_ ! $ 
pe . ° ve ° j 
a 12 | The Witness. At my presence in “ollyvood, | 
= i 
= i + : - g e e . ren i 
S 4 i California, is where I saw him in 1957. 
g | | 
e ) - . ~ ’ s ancient WS a . 
2 ts | Mrs: Priplett.. “Nows ceteine Sac to 29635. 7h 
= 1 
= 43 { Your vganuary trip, you mentioned that vou saw 
a. est —— : 
. ‘© Luis Rabell, Prank Rartes and Larry Laferde in 
a , 
=. Ob ilew Orleans. 
A H 
By te The Witness. Yes. 
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yoing into orhit on the car racio. 


Mr. Triplett. You are speahine c 
The Witness. Richt. 

My. Triniett. Did you see Joo Pa 
The Vitneass. Ue might have been 


door when T was there. 

Nis Tero Tote. fext Goor to Narte 
Ya Tam my Lo 
ZAQUNGYOMAT: 

The Witness. 10% LUIS Pab@li's 


His Frsolete.. a 


rat . 
Tne Witne 


Ss hausa 


-~7 
bedi theyre? 
-S S~ 
it he haute 


thought vou stutedc -- 


SS. (Interposing) fNMahell and Sartes 
live in Matera, and the Laundromat is closer to 
New Orleans itself, down the cansi. 
ir. Triplett. So the meeting was at the house: 


laundromat? 


from the 1: 


not there: then went over to Lhe House. 


My 


. Trinlett. I see. 


Then, you Cevarted New Orleans an2 
where did vou «co? 
Tro. NiLtnecs. 


Went through Mobile, 
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ana in Mobile, attempted to contact Maron Manier at 
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tO had heen with us back in 'G6l. T think TIT contactes 
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i his ex-wife and his mother who ran 4 motel on the 
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main highway there in Mobile, west of Mobile 


te 


Could not locate him, and I think -- ;»lus I was trvin 
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to recover some equipment that IT had left there. 
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“ 3 ko filami. 
ae ‘ 
cS 7 ve * % rs . 2 
x eee TRADE. DO You nave any Galatronshin 
= I 
= $f with Lee Yanier? 
~ | 
4 
¢ 9 | The Witness. No. Ne vas a Police officer in 
c | 
= 10 y the time, '61, '62, working for Miami Police Denartncn: 
Ba | 
= ‘l ! in clese cooperation with Charlie apn. 
4 
Pa 
“~ 4 l x . _ 
. 3, My. Trinlett. But you had no personal 
a 13 : ate? : “4 77: WIwm? 
S y aSs50ciation with him? 
= i! 
= te] ‘. ; 
a. 6 ! Tae Witness. I probably met him ence ox twice. 
& | 
eS ad a ae , 
e ‘+ Charlie Sapp called him into the office, T think, 
a 
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; re Yo relationshis between Damon and Len ce far as ft 
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c 18 
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= 1S | eae ee eee ics a 
& poscibly heing distant relatives of law enforcewent 
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i 
23 «Il 
i After leaving Mobile, where cid you go then? 
ae 
~~ { " 
mie “Witness. Through Tallahasses and then downs 
z chan down 
5: 
the central part of Florida to “iami. 
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Mere Trap lett, 


you were in Loran Hall's car with Fall? 


Tne Witness. 


Me. Tripletce. 


What did vou do then? 


The Witness, The 


wer 


Yes. 


Rid: ELON’. 


You 


All. throuch this ontive trin 


c 


Arrived in Miani 


first thing that we focused 


upon was Hall attempting to contact Senator Pearson 


of Kansas. 


to the owner of Piper Aircraft. 


Somehow she had 


aeveloped a relationship witn Senator Pearson in 


Kansas. 


Opportune time for him to reestablish 


Santo trafficante. In 


fact, 


we 


from wallahassee and go through 


I am really not sure. 


Tamba anc St. 


made sume ‘phone calls or something. 


not recall that one. 


Mx s. TELESIS. 


successful in establishing contact or Feeetablasna ne 


contact with Santo Trafficante? 


The Witness. 


five days after that while he wus in 


doing just that and planning 
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We separated 
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liall also felt that this 


were about to cCetou 
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Petersburg where he 


prohably 


atte: 


TO your knowledccae, 


contact 


We miqnut hav 
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four or 


trip up to Yampa o 


. Pr 


oes 


“op 


7} 


° U4 


€€2 SY) VISH :UOTIDeTTOD yIr ‘Adod svouarszoy jg 


Hall's wife had been a private secretary 





© gone throuch 


Bae | 


ee ee ee «ee ee ne SE ee ee! oe 


a erence chet si emg eh “somes. io a ee re are ens an Sateen SE e OEE oer 
-_ - - oe 
ee 


; eee we eee ee eee 
we mes) me me ee ee cee ee ee 


(202) SS"-2345 


20024 


REPORTERS NUTLDING, WASHTNCTOW, N.C. 


S.u. 


JNA ITH STREET, 


ga 


us 


Lig? 22 
aN 














Le ae 
Ng, MWriplett. What was the purscose tor his 
contacting Santo Trafficante? 
Tne VTLENeSSs.. ‘Seeking financial support tor 
anti-Castro sctivi ties. 
Hes “2b ipiett. Ald: erent. 
anon, what dic you @o while vou sere in Miani 
act that time? 
The Witness. At this point in time, one of the 
Cuban operations had gone sour. Some people had 
been captured. I was in touch with Ashman. 
Naturally, I had come back to Find that the charges 
were in the process of being dismissed. 
Mr. Triplett. May I interrupt? 
When you are talking about "Ashman," vou are 
referring to Charles Ashman, the attorney? 
The itness. Right. 
At this point in time, some Cubans were arrested. 
ienoyo, I helieve, some of his people were arrested 
an the Sahamas. Some other people were arrested ae 
U. S. iaw enforcement or Coast Guard. “e yot Ashman 
on the case immediately, and at this point in time, 
Ashman decided that we would have to take a trip oun 
to Washington to see the British Ambassador in 
Washington and a number of other peonle. “ANG a 
: souks 
I traveled to Washington with him in late Februar? 
| ae Be igs elie | os eis ag ee aie iy 
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agency? 

The Titness. TI assume that he did. "ei h 
an administrative aide to George Efmathers 
been deputy attorney general for 
By the time we came in contact with hi, 


he was worhing for the Erwin Warris Adcvertising 


Agency, which the grapevine told us it was a 


“proprietary. 


Ye nhac been seizing Castro's asset 


> Le 


| | 
} 
| oe | 
1 of G3 
| Mr. Triplett. Toa your knowledge, Gid Charles | 
| 
3 | Ashman have any association with any Intcllicence 
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country. Some time prior to that, had become Famous 
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4 Coing that, and our first Formal contact wit! 
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" was when he called down to the jail in Key “Nest in 
16 | December of 'G2, volunteering his servicos as an 
ze 
ee: attorney. With no prior relationship concent that 
ff 
; | = j ‘ ‘ , 
= ‘Si to had had one or two meetings with Trvin Narris, 
wn : 
é 1 | probably two months or three months before that Gurtue 
| 
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ce 5 | ry ° . . * ’ ° 
a 20 | the heighth of our operating with Governor Tarris REVant| 
| ' 
ay ; : : i 
ieee and Sidney fillman.and all these other nconle, 
Sar | . : i 
St 4 22 ny ¥ ’ . ° - 
ve | ARES pane into the picture for one reason or 
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22 | | 
j another, vague, vague reasons. ; Par 
ake J0OESS: 
edt Tt was a case of Rill Raggs had been named as 
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@ coupla of times. 


Then, 
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WAS 


the time 
he Tddie Bayo. 


4 is. 


with “MNddie." 


there was no purpese for lisa 
the blue, 
Ye assumed 
because 
we were denarting from that 
ably put up an attorney, which was 
mrior to that and subsequent 


of the Cuban operations that 


that médie 


was 


nis nor Ae guerre being "Ravo" withon 
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ad 
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the time that Bayo was circulating his letter 
purporting that there were Russian technicians on 
the island of Cuba, was it not? 

The Witness. No. We had done none of thi 
until Frank Sturgis was on the scene. Ue was, at 


that point, divorcing himself from Tony Qu 


Commancos L group, had come to a minor clas! 


~ 
=< 
~ 
fe 
ct 
1—<« 
pt 


their policy and decided to take certain of the 
nemsers of the Commandos L group under nis win 
Dronote some of his own operations. 

We were able to acquire certain financial su: 
, 


for him and some weapons and explosive 


« 
. 
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par Triplett.’ When Gic He. Start Planning ior 
mromoting what ultimately became known 2s the 
bayo-Pawley raid? 

,; ARO ELS Monee wa: Pare 
Was $5099, and that wae Lor 
working with some of our Naitian conta 


Intent at that time was to focus on 


situation and drop the Cuban situa 


ro) 
Subsequent to the first operation @irec: 


Haiti, he would insist that it would he a one-to-one 


affair. The financing would hav2 to be supportive of 


one raid Naiti, one raid Cuba constantly 
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THis was in early 1965? | 
1 he Ad oe | 
2G. VLEness .. ‘Thas. was Tir aren os 18355 Penrucse | 
and March. | 
Mr. Triplett. Now, when you mention your Maitian 
nm 
a contacts, are you referring te a couple of men 
; | 
w named Roberson anc Maglure? | 
™ 
= The Witness. No. 
S Mr. Triplett. Are you aware of these men? | 
“ | 
. 9 a. . ’ ¢ | 
re Zhe NYltness. =I have hearG the names, but they 
¢ | 
= are vague. 
c i) 
= 
: | 
re liz. Triplett. Was Rolando Uasforrer invelveu 
a | 
= ia Naitian matters? | 
e | 
G Tne Witness; Wo. Not at all: These were my } 
= ' 
= 
< 
e Sources. The man was flat broke, short on weapons, | 
: | 
& J ” ? q 7+ 9 y 
& had a damaged vessel. Tie hac absolutely nothing 
2 : 
tS 
except past experience ané personnel. 
“ i ; : | 
; hs Teele cls 2d PLent.* 
e 
5 i 
= wHO Were your sources in the Naitian matter? 
wt I 
= The Witness. They were people that will remain | 
i 
e ! 
o uninown, that were residents in Raltimore and | 
——— Yew York City ; 
Baar V ts ‘ 
ros : 
ge ; 
ia Ae Mr. Triplett. Can you explain, just for the 
recore, what you mean by "They will remain vwnlknowin"? 
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used a conduit to deliver the money. 
Mr. Triplett. 2D sort of a Cut=Ous systen? 
Che Witness. Rignts 
Mr. Triplett. All right. 
When did the planning -- 
The Witness. (Interposing) Pssentially, sorivece 


citizens, but people with contact with associater Ln 
the Intelligence community. 
iy, Triplett. When dic the planning or the 
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First talk Cevelop regarding the so-called 


Bayo-Pawley raid? 


The “itness. T woulé say in the middle of March 
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people to John Martino. John Martino, at that tim 
was engagec in a speaking tour coverin. 
as a prisoner of Castro for a counle of vears 
AS it develoned, Martino hac established a 
certain rapport with Jack Gore of Tort Lauderdale, 


a Mrs. Perrv, her husband beincg an inventor of the 


Perry Cubmarine, linke@ with Mr. Link, the inventor 


of the Link training device and what have vow ane 


ee 


Gore being the vnublisher of a LauderCale newspaper 


and Perry being the owner of a chain of newspapers 


Congressman Bill Mramer was involved with ther Also, 


Pawley was involved with those people. 
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Shortly thereafter, a meeting was arranged in 
Fort Lauderdale to discuss these activities. At 
this same point in time, Sturgis and Rorte and his 
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people wara involving themselves in some boat 
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= Operations. Once again, Sturdis shoved up on the 
* 
hs scanc out of nowhere, attempting to ~- once the 
~ 
= Finances were fairly certain, Sturcis shoved us on 
e tne sceanc in the comvany of a man thet Pavo hac 
~ 
ce determined to he a Castro acent, en associata of 
ij 
z Ralbuena, by the name of Enrique Molina Rivera, one 
= 
= of Raoul Castro's people who was to ditappear later 
3 
= s e s e 
. with Rorks and Sullivan on a flicht to Mexico. 
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qe 13 4 Nr. Triplett. “as Loran “all invelved in thosa 
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= Ya | e . 
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e [4 The Witness. We was working with those veanle. 
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te 1 j id J e e e 
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- Is | Molina Pivera, Bayo did not want him around, 
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| To backtrack a little, vou are the one that 
p ee | ° . 
wre { introduced Bayo to John Martino? 
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The Witness. (Wodded affirmatively.) 
i Mr. Triplett. Wow and when Gid you first meet 


John Martino? 
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The Witness. Oh, the first week after he was 
released, I met him at his home in Nianmi Reach. 

hir., Triplett. When he was released Irom the 
Cuban prison? 

ene Witness... Richt. 

My. Triplett. Did you have many contacts or 
associations with John Martino? 

the Witness. Continuously. 

Mr. Triplett. In what type of andeavors? 

Tne Witness. Studying information that w 
coming out of Cuba from certain sources. MWe wanted 


to get active in operations against Castro in puttins 


himself into a position of SOLlLCLEING 4inaneial 


Support for tnosa activities. 


ir. Triplett. In the planning stages or Preparatio 


stages of the Bayo-Pawley raid, dic you have occasi 
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to have any dealings with Santo Tralfficante? 

The Witness. No 

fir. Triplett. Other than John Martino and 
Edcie Bayo, who else was involved in the pianning of 
d, to your knowledge? 

The itness. Well, at the time that 


subsequent to the meeting in Jack Gore's off; 


Port Laucercale, I had to travel to New Jerse: 
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Collinsville, Tllinois to acquire weapons for another 
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group, a Separate group. While I was involved in 
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those activities, the Bayo thing was set to one 
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c | 
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= 11 | 1 ra a : : C4. ° e hd = + 4%, 
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wi 7 | - ° be] Bad . e 
| 6M tt the island ané ambush hin. 
- | 
13 as mew eS Z + vw 9 *. * 
= | fir. Tryiplett. You mean a bsit cenerated cut 
wm 
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narticular commande group I was working with ran a 
free-lance bus line relocating Curan refugess to 
Union City at thirty dollars a head with some 


Econo-Line vans. In New Jersey, I contactec a could 


“ e 

x of people I knew to be in the arms husiness and then 
oF ; 

a later over in Manhattan, I had a courle meetines 

~ 

~ with Prank Nelson, one of Sturais' bucdies, the guy 
e that originally set up the Morgan-Trujillo deal 
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G back in '59. 
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Constantin Mangels. I think I stonped and visited 
with Moward Pavis' sister. I think at that time I 
ha’ a counle of names of people to see that nad beer 
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= ‘0 | weapons anc explosives. 
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He was dropping the names of DRE and 33th of Novenbhecr 
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leadership of DRO, the directorial stucent cirectorat 
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and these other pveople had not authorized it, so we 


‘we he 
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3 | ang what have vou. So we determinec that the 
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| loaded up a couple of cars, one Gf them haing 
Loran Hall's car and we proceeded te Palm Peach anc 
acGvised Porke that here is the names truu are 
Gropping, here is the leadership. We co not want 


to hear anymore of it. 


apartment, which was around the corner from 


| Sturgis, at that time, was not too happy with 

~ | e 1 . y 

2) that. We arranged for a meeting subsecuent te that 
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13 i with Sullivan anc Rorke and myself in [rank Nelson's 
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is | house on Southwest Sixth Street and Fourth 


Sam Sicht Corridor so they could do 


| wanted to qet my assistance in identifying the 


YS: ie ? : 
8 | There, Rorke wanted to mend his ways and have a | 
“47 Z ere, ; 
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to assist 
: them in carrving out their oneration anc celiver a 
1 certain number of weapons to Tanv Questa in his 
| group. 
, . _ 
| Iwas not at that time really interested in 
! what Baye's Situation was. I felt 1 wes in henc. anc 
i 
what have vou. 
i we ai < 
| Unbeknownst to me, Pawley anc his crew hac 
if 
i . . * . 
4 co-opted Bayo completely anc now T owas being anvited 
) £69 Darticinate, but. not at a cecieion=rekine. level. 
" 
\ 
| After a meeting with Rayo an@ his people and Martina 
I 4 Q a . * ° 
|} anc they described what the operation was going to 
| be, I aévised them that I could become either 
| initial insert on the thing with the team or be in 
| 
: a beckun DoOSsLtion,; Dut that 2. was scainest this oserats c: 
" for what it was, supposedly extracting some Aoefectors. 
i 
| s = e . 
i FC did not belicve the defectors were there. 
i 
Mer. Triplett. Other than your own beliefs, id 
i 
vou hear anybody else express an opinion that this 
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| have had some other purpose? AAA GS 
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ae Qa oure | 
Cut-anc-out plan to assassinate Castre, that this | 
wnole operation was being sold to the rarticivants | 
° a ~ 4 . | 
as an @utraction operation of defectors where, in 

fact, they were going to insert a hit team and ther 
were going to try and catch Castro Sulv the 26th at | 
Las Mercedes. | 
In 1963 was the tenth anniversary of the ! 
j 
Moncada assault and they felt that Castre would be | 
in one of two places that afternocn on TULY. 2GER;s 
at che Moncada Barracks and later at thea 
{ 
Camillo San Puego School in Gas Mercedes. They 
| 
would have a team waiting for him at cach vlace. 
| 
Qo confronted Bayo with that. Ne Cid not thin 
| 
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tive Witness. Basveally. 
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Mr. Triplett. Do you have any mnievwledae of what | 

t 

ee 

happened on that raic? 
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The Witness. I think they got ali the way ae 

the place and missed. ; 
Mr. Triplett. Do you have any Mnovledga of 

anyhody who survived that raid? 
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Mr. Triplett. Who was involvec in that group? 


establish the new government of Cuva. 
The Witness. Wames and number of people? 
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Si The only feedback I have gotten over tne yoars 
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is that they are getting fewer. 
Mr. Triplett. The group is diminishing? 
The Witness. Violently. 
Mr. Triplett. Was there any sponsor, to your 


knowledge, of that group? 
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2 -- I guess he first started running guns into Cuba | 
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+i business. 
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were where wwe 
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A man that 
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usec thre 1ame 


Chuck Riker, who IT believe is Chuck pe or Ore ody er 
Chuck ‘Nicoletti, and I felt these paoole inergeda at a 
point later in time to be the samo facki on, 
GCiancannas, and the rest of that crew that were 
under contract by somebody to co Cuban business and 
were looking for talent. 

Mr, Trinlett. Now is that Nowarc Davis hac 
all these contacts? 
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The Witness. About an hour. 

iir. Triplett. Did someone depart with the mensay? 
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Tne Witness. Well, the other guy had an accent 
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